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Tony Skole enters his fourth season as the Buccaneer manager. After three seasons at the helm of the Bucs’
program, the Roswell, Ga., native has brought a new sense of optimism and respect to East Tennessee State base-
ball.

Along with being a great teacher of the fundamentals, Skole and his staff have already ensured that Buccaneer
baseball will become a power in the Southern Conference and compete on a national level. All three of his recruiting

classes at ETSU have been ranked among the nation’s best by Collegiate Baseball magazine.
In Skole’s first three seasons of rebuilding the baseball program, the Bucs have gone 65-99 overall, 28-32 in the always-tough Southern Confer-

ence. Coach Skole already has ETSU playing at a highly competitive level, with 32 of the Bucs’ losses over the last three seasons coming by two runs
or less.

“We are finally starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel,” says Skole. “Our first three years have been very difficult, but we knew it was
going to be that way when we arrived. We have had to be very patient and it has been frustrating at times, but we have finally established a
foundation and implemented our system. During our first three years we have had to concentrate on breaking bad habits which ran deep inside our
program. It has been a little more challenging than we expected, but now we can finally begin to create some new habits. It is nice to see our
program start to develop. In our first three recruiting classes we have been able to bring in some very talented young men. It is nice to see them
mature into successful college athletes. We finally feel like we are in a position to contend for the Southern Conference Championship.”

Skole has set two major goals for the Buccaneer baseball program: 1) To develop quality young men who will come through the program and
leave prepared to be successful for the remainder of their lives; and 2) To continue to make
the ascent to be one of the premier baseball programs in the Southern Conference and in the
country.

“These two goals represent a great deal of hard work, development and commitment,”
says Skole. “We understand that baseball will end one day for every one of our players, whether
they play professionally or not. We hope our program is a training ground to build a strong
character and help them succeed in life after baseball. Qualities like personal accountability,
sacrifice, work ethic, and a commitment to family are some of the things I hope our players
gain while at ETSU. The second goal is obviously only obtained by producing a championship-
caliber team, which encompasses the three major areas of coaching, recruiting and schedul-
ing.

“I am very proud of the young men currently in our program and the young men who have
come through our program the last three years. They are special individuals. Not only are they
outstanding athletes but they are even better young men. We hold our baseball players to a
very high standard here at ETSU and all of them must live up to it every single day. Our players
are expected to succeed in the classroom, be involved in community service and conduct
themselves like gentlemen at all times. There is a huge responsibility that comes with being a
student-athlete at the Division I level, and we want to make sure our players are accepting
that responsibility.”

Prior to becoming the head coach at ETSU, Skole served in the same capacity at Lincoln
Memorial University. While at Lincoln Memorial, Skole turned a mediocre NAIA program into a
nationally ranked NCAA Division II program. At LMU, Skole coached 20 All-Conference players,
three All-Americans and 25 All-Academic honorees.

Seven of his former players at LMU were taken in the major league baseball draft. Two of
those players, Scot Shields and Brad Voyles (both right-handed pitchers), made it up to the
big leagues for their first time during the 2001 season. Shields is with the Anaheim Angels and
pitched in and won a World Series Championship in 2002, and Voyles is with the Kansas City
Royals. Skole led his LMU team to a 95-57 (.630) record in three years. His squads were ranked
as high as 13th in the country. Before becoming head coach Skole served as an assistant coach
at LMU from 1992-1996.

Skole graduated from The Citadel in 1991 where he established himself as one of the
most popular athletes in the school’s recent history. Skole enjoyed a career on both the baseball diamond and football gridiron. In baseball, Skole
helped guide the Bulldogs to two Southern Conference Championships, an Atlantic Regional Championship, and a berth in the 1990 College World
Series in Omaha, Nebraska. It was Skole’s home run versus the University of Miami in the Atlantic Regional Championship game which propelled The
Citadel into the College World Series. Skole’s good fortune followed him to Omaha as he had the game-winning hit in the 12th inning to defeat Cal
State Fullerton in The Citadel’s second-round victory.

Skole ranks near the top in numerous all-time statistical categories. During his football career, Skole started in 35 consecutive games and helped
guide The Citadel twice to the NCAA I-AA national playoffs. In 1990, Skole led the Southern Conference in interceptions and in his senior year was
selected Team Captain by his teammates.

Skole attended Roswell High School in Roswell, Ga., where he earned 10 varsity letters in baseball, basketball and football. Skole received all-
state recognition in all three sports, and is the only athlete in Roswell High School history to be named the Most Valuable Player in all three sports in
a single year. During his career he led his teams in all sports to the state playoffs and in 1986 he was the catcher on the baseball team that won the
state championship.

Skole and his wife Jody have been married for five years. They along with their two boys, Tilo, 4 years old, and Jack 1 year old, reside in Johnson
City.

Tony Skole has had each of his first three recruiting classes
ranked among the nation’s top-50 by Collegiate Baseball.
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A CONVERSATION WITH BUCCANEER HEAD COACH TONY SKOLE
Every year, across the nation, collegiate baseball grows in
popularity. The Tri-Cities region is no different. East Tennes-
see State head coach Tony Skole and his staff are facilitating
that trend by building a winning tradition in Johnson City. Not
only do the Buccaneer players shine on the diamond, but they
are quality student-athletes the entire community can sup-
port. The following is a question-and-answer session with
ETSU’s fourth-year head coach:

What are your impressions of Johnson City?
“The fact that ETSU is located in Johnson City made my deci-
sion to accept this position very easy. During the interview
phase my wife, Jody, and I were able to spend some time in
the area and we simply fell in love with it. The people are
very courteous and friendly and Johnson City is a wonderful
place to raise a family.
“One of the things we really like is that the city is very diver-
sified. There are great restaurants, wonderful places to take
your family, and the nature is beautiful. There is never a short-
age of activities in the area. Also, I believe our players really
enjoy the area. There is never a shortage of activities for
them. Whether they enjoy fishing, hunting, golf or whatever,
Johnson City has it to offer. The city is really supportive of the
university’s athletic programs. It is simply a great place to
live.”

What do you think of baseball in Johnson City?
“Johnson City is a great baseball city. When I first visited
Johnson City I noticed the large number of youth league base-
ball facilities. This is a great indicator of whether the area is
interested in baseball. There are numerous quality youth
league programs and some very impressive high school pro-
grams.
“There are some very good high school coaches in the area
running very successful programs. Along with the great sup-
port we receive from the community, the St. Louis Cardinals
also have a minor league team in Johnson City. Everywhere I
go in town people seem to be very excited about ETSU base-
ball; so I expect Johnson City to be a great arena for college
baseball.”

What is special about East Tennessee State University?
“The first thing that jumped out at me when I first arrived at
ETSU was the beauty of the campus. The entire area is in such
a beautiful geographic location. The campus is very inspiring.
The best thing ETSU has going for it though is the quality of
people who work for the university.  The faculty, staff and
administrators are all very friendly and helpful. These people
have made my transition very easy and smooth. All of the
coaches and staff in the athletic department are wonderful
people. There is great camaraderie among these groups. It is
a great place to work.”

What are your impressions of the Southern Conference?
“The Southern Conference has a great tradition and is becom-
ing a great baseball conference. The reason for this improve-
ment is the quality of coaching throughout the conference.
Every conference series is a dogfight. Every program is raising
their level of play and difficulty of schedule. Hopefully this
will lead to the SoCon having at least two or three represen-
tatives every year in the NCAA Tournament.
“To win the Southern Conference championship you have to
win on the road and there are some really tough places to
play in the SoCon. I believe from top to bottom this will be

one of the strongest seasons for all the Southern Conference
programs.”

How will ETSU fare in the Southern Conference this season?
“There are many programs on the rise in our conference and I
believe we are one of them.  We are extremely young, but we
also have the most talented roster since I have been here.  Our
success will depend on how our young kids handle the pressure
and speed of Division I baseball.  It should be an exciting year.
Our program has improved so much in the last three years. I
am anxious to see how we will stack up against the other con-
ference members.”

After playing in the Southern Conference and now coaching
in the Southern Conference what are the differences you
have noticed?
“Eleven years ago when I finished my playing career, I never
dreamed I would be a head coach in the Southern Conference.
I have great memories of when I was an athlete, and I am
developing great memories and experiences as a coach. I am
familiar with most of the programs and have some close friend-
ships with many of the coaches in the conference.
“The biggest change has been the addition of new schools in
the conference. The conference is definitely stronger now than
it was when I played. The Southern Conference Tournament
has become one of the best tournaments in college baseball.
If you’re a baseball player at a Southern Conference school
you have to be excited about competing in this great confer-
ence.”

What are your goals for the ETSU baseball program?
“It will be our goal every year to win the Southern Conference
Championship and to qualify for the NCAA Tournament. You
cannot get to Omaha if you are not in the NCAA Tournament
and that is where we want to go. Everything we do and work
for in our program will be directed toward this goal. Obviously
we will have to accomplish many other smaller goals in order
to achieve this main objective. Our players have made the
commitment to be the hardest-working team in the country.
The foundation of our program and our system of practice and
play have now been established. If we can continue to pay
attention to detail, handle all the little parts of the game and
execute under pressure then anything is possible.  We are be-
ginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel.”

What do you expect of the players in your program?
“If you are going to be a baseball player at East Tennessee
State University you have to be a special individual.  Not ev-
eryone can be a baseball player here. We expect and demand
a lot from every player in our program.  In return every player
can expect and demand a lot from us as coaches.  We consider
ourselves one of the top programs in the country.  We take
baseball very seriously, but we also have a lot of fun.  Every-
thing we do, we do it in a first-class manner.
“Baseball players are held to a higher standard here at ETSU.
We expect our athletes to be successful on the baseball field,
but we also expect them to be successful off the field. This
includes after they graduate. When we recruit, we are looking
for those special individuals who are team-oriented, have a
great work ethic, love baseball, love to compete and are in-
terested in winning championships. We consider ourselves to
be a big family. When our players finish their time at ETSU
they will have developed friendships and memories that will
stay with them their entire life.”
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Nate Goulet enters his fourth season as an assistant coach at East Tennessee State
University. His primary coaching responsibilities are recruiting and the infielders. Goulet came
to Johnson City in the summer of 1999 after spending one year as an assistant coach at
Delaware State.

Before his coaching career, Goulet played collegiate baseball at Broward Community College in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and then transferred to play for current ETSU head coach Tony Skole at Lincoln Memorial University. While at LMU
he earned all-conference honors as a shortstop in 1997 and helped lead the team to a No. 13 national ranking. After
graduating in 1997, Goulet served as a graduate assistant for Coach Skole during the 1998 season.

The Nashua, N.H., native graduated with a degree in kinesiology and health.

David Shelton enters his third season as a full-time assistant coach after spending the
previous two seasons as a graduate assistant coach. His primary area of responsibility is
recruiting, outfielders and summer and winter camp coordinator.

Shelton played collegiate baseball at Milligan College in Johnson City. He had a storied
career, finishing with a career batting average of .363. He earned all-conference honors after his junior season and was
elected team captain his senior year. He still ranks among Milligan's all-time leaders in numerous categories.

The Erwin, Tenn., native earned his master's degree in business administration in the fall of 2000.

Head Coach Tony Skole on his assistants:
“I am excited about this year because it
will be our third year together as a staff,”
says head coach Tony Skole. “Nate and Dave
have been instrumental in turning this base-
ball program around. They are the lifeblood
of our program as they pump enthusiasm
and energy into it every day. They have set
a high standard in our recruiting efforts, as
our first two classes have been nationally
ranked. Coach Goulet and Shelton both
have a very bright future ahead of them in
the coaching profession. Our players are
very lucky to be around these two individu-
als on a daily basis.”

EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

VISION STATEMENT
East Tennessee State University department of athletics will be recognized nationally as a pro-
gram of excellence through its broad-based athletic and academic success at the Division I level.

MISSION STATEMENT
The department of athletics will assist the university in becoming the best regional university in
the country by developing a culture of excellence and creating a forum for celebrating the
university’s advancement, enhancing its image with prospective students and building relation-
ships and pride among its students, faculty, alumni, and community.

The department of athletics strives for excellence as it develops the leadership capabilities of
student-athletes in an environment that unites achievement in intercollegiate athletics competi-
tion with academic excellence, sportsmanship, and community service within the educational and
social environment of East Tennessee State University.

CORE VALUES
E – Excellence and Education: We believe that no goal exceeds the mandate to educate and
graduate the student-athlete and that we are first and foremost educators. We believe in a
culture of excellence where each individual is expected to adopt a results oriented proactive
work ethic.
T – Teamwork and Trust: We value each member of our athletics family and understand the
importance of teamwork and treating each individual honestly with dignity and respect. We
believe in an environment of mutual trust. Making commitments generates hope and keeping
commitments generates trust, and with trust comes benefit of the doubt. We believe in helping
each other grow professionally.
S – Success: We value winning and achievement in athletics, academics, and personal and profes-
sional development while complying within the rules and regulations of the NCAA.
U – Understanding: We value and respect diversity of people and thought and are committed to
providing an environment where all student-athletes and staff are free from harassment and
intimidation.
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