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ETSU MISSION STATEMENT

OUR VALUES

ETSU pursues its mission through a student-centered community of learning, reflecting high
standards and promoting a balance of liberal arts and professional preparation, continuous
improvement, and based on core values where:
PEOPLE come first, and are treated with dignity and respect, and are encouraged to achieve
their full potential;
RELATIONSHIPS are built on honesty, integrity, and trust;
DIVERSITY of people and thought is respected;
EXCELLENCE is achieved through teamwork, leadership, creativity, and a strong work ethic;
EFFICIENCY is achieved through wise use of human and financial resources; and
COMMITMENT to intellectual achievement is embraced.

OUR VISION

To become the university of choice in the region and
the best regional university in the nation.

OUR MISSION

Educate students to become responsible, enlightened,
and productive citizens; Conduct scholarship that
improves the human condition; Serve business, edu-
cation, government, health care systems, and commu-
nity; Enhance the cultural environment of the region

Dr. Paul E. Stanton, Jr., who had served as
Dean of the James H. Quillen College of Medicine
and Vice President for Health Affairs at East Tennes-
see State University since 1989, became the eighth
president of ETSU on January 1, 1997.

A native of Atlanta, Ga., Stanton earned a
bachelor of arts in chemistry at Emory University in

1965 and was awarded an M.D. degree from the Medical College of Georgia four
years later.  His internship in rotating surgery was completed through Tampa
General Hospital at the University of South Florida, where he was chosen from 23
interns to receive the Upjohn Intern of the Year Award in 1970.

Stanton went on to a surgical residency at Georgia Baptist Medical Center
in Atlanta from 1970-74 and then began a one-year fellowship in vascular
surgery at Northwestern University School of Medicine in Chicago.  He received
board certification in general surgery in 1976 and gained special certification in
general vascular surgery in 1983.

Between 1975-83, Stanton directed the Surgical Residency Education Pro-
gram at Georgia Baptist Medical Center, where he also served as active attending
physician (1975-85) and as director of the Blood Flow Lab (1976-85).  An
assistant clinical professor of surgery with the Medical College of Georgia (1980-
85), he became Chief of Surgery at Georgia Baptist Medical Center in 1982 and
assistant director of the Medical Education Department the following year.  Stanton

Dave Mullins became ETSU’s Director of Inter-
collegiate Athletics on April 14, 2003. Mullins had
served as interim director since the previous De-
cember.

Prior to his promotion to AD, Mullins was a
widely respected coach, leading the ETSU men’s
tennis team from 1988-2002. In 2002, Mullins
led the squad to its second NCAA tournament ap-
pearance. Despite falling to Auburn in the first

round, Mullins had many things to be proud of after looking back on the 2001-
02 season. The SoCon Tournament crown was his fifth tournament championship
and the program also boasted its fifth Most Outstanding Player of the SoCon
Tournament in freshman Moises Serrano. However, these successes were modest
when compared to ETSU’s list of accomplishments under Mullins’ direction.

Mullins coached 28 all-conference players during his tenure, en route to
being named Southern Conference Coach-of-the-Year five times. After Mullins
began coaching the Bucs in 1988, ETSU has had numerous ITA nationally and
regionally ranked players, including the school’s first All-American, Yaser Zaatini,
who received the honor in 1992 and 1993. Mullins also had 18 Southern
Conference singles champions, 11 doubles champs, and five Southern Confer-
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also co-directed the Georgia Baptist Medical Center/Medical College of Georgia
Vascular Fellowship from 1980-85 and was an adjunct professor of medicine at
Mercer University Southern School of Pharmacy between 1982-85.

In 1985, Stanton came to Johnson City as director of the Division of Periph-
eral Vascular Surgery for the Veterans Administration Medical Center and ETSU’s
College of Medicine -- a position he held for six years -- and served as associate
professor of surgery at the university.  The following year, he was named professor
and chair of the Department of Surgery in the College of Medicine. Between 1988-
89, he served as ETSU’s Interim Dean of Medicine and Vice President for Health
Affairs and later assumed the senior administrative post.

Stanton’s professional memberships are many, and his community and state-
wide service is extensive.  He is also heavily involved in academic committees and
advisory councils from ETSU to the national level.  Stanton has co-authored more
than 75 articles for a variety of medical publications and several chapters for
books, delivered over 80 scientific and poster presentations, worked to attract
millions of dollars in grants to ETSU, and, from 1988-95, served as associate editor
of Vascular Surgery.  A member of Phi Kappa Phi and Omicron Delta Kappa, he can
be found in the Directory of Distinguished Americans for Achievement in Surgery,
Men of Achievement, Outstanding Atlantans and Who's Who in the Southwest.

Stanton is married to the former Nancy Lynn Brumit, and the couple has three
children, Eric, Ryan, and Shelley.

ence Players-of-the-Year.
Mullins twice guided ETSU to back-to-back regular-season SoCon champi-

onships in 1995 and 1996 and again in 1999 and 2000. The Bucs have gone
undefeated in the SoCon four times and from April 1998 through April of 2000
they won 21 straight conference matches. In his 15 years of service, Mullins
compiled an overall record of 237-103 (.697) and a conference mark of 85-24
(.780).

Besides mentoring athletic talent, Mullins built a reputation of recruiting
student-athletes who maintained a high standard of excellence in the classroom.
In 2002 the squad was named an ITA All-Academic Team for a second time (1999)
and six of the team’s eight players managed a GPA of over 3.60 (4.0), including a
3.9 GPA in the fall of 2002. On top of all that, Mullins coached five players who
earned Academic All-America honors.

Prior to the 1996 season, Mullins doubled as the head coach for the ETSU
women’s program. During his eight-year stint with the Lady Bucs, he posted a 98-
73 overall mark (.573) and a 29-19 (.604) record in the conference. Mullins
registered winning records in five of his last six seasons with the women’s tennis
team, and was awarded the women's SoCon Coach of the Year in 1989. Mullins
earned his B.S., cum laude, in English from Samford University in 1968 and his
master’s degree in education from the University of Tennessee in 1974.
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