#_ $h #& " # (@) -
01 SMITH, Mike 33-33(1151 34.9| 172-373 .461| 43-116 .371(126-162 .778| 48 207 255 7.7 101 4 68 63 17 43| 513 155
03 PIGRAM, Courtney ~ 33-32|1143 34.6| 207-527 .393| 74-223 .332| 93-129 .721| 23 90 113 34| 70 0 137 109 6 58| 581 17.6
13 HUBBARD, Tommy  14-3 | 243 17.4| 16-38 421| 01  .000| 26-29 .897| 28 37 65 46/ 38 1 5 7 2 5 58 4.1
20 SOLLAZZO,Adam  33-12| 591 17.9| 32-67 478 29  .222| 3261 525/ 10 88 98 3.00 50 1 67 56 8 24| 98 3.0
25 JONES, Jarvis 32-0 | 347 10.8] 41-115 357 1963 .302| 810 800 8 22 30 09 22 0 8 14 1 16/ 109 34
30 WILLIAMS, Micah 32-1| 450 14.1| 49121 405 17-54 315 29-41 707 22 44 66 21| 30 0 9 18 4 11| 144 45
34 HAMLIN, Greg 32-29( 740 23.1| 65-130 500 0-1  .000( 31-46 .674| 52 103 155 4.8 107 6 38 42 50 33| 161 5.0
41 BROWN, Isiah 33-21( 617 18.7| 68-101 673 0-0 .000[ 18-43 419| 67 83 150 45 88 3 14 37 21 11| 154 47
42 TIGGS, Kevin 33-33(1110 33.6| 242-448 .540| 36-101 .356(188-244 .770| 63 97 160 48[ 73 1 64 102 8 71| 708 215
43 _COY, Seth 24-1] 259 10.8] 29-49 592| 0-0 .000f 11-21 .524] 11 36 47 20 25 0 7 12 11 9 69 29
Total.......... 33 | 6651 921-1969 .468| 191-568 .336| 562-786 .715| 375 871 1246 37.8| 605 16 417 468 128 281|2595 78.6
Opponents...... 33 | 6650 801-1972 .406| 272-834 .326| 437-630 .694| 404 794 1198 36.3| 629 - 414 552 86 224|2311 70.0
' S W #& " * " # +
SCORING 2595 2311 11/14/08 vs Temple L 79-65 527
Points per game 78.6 70.0 11/15/08 vs SIU Edwardsville w 62-65 405
Scorng marg ‘36 - H2008  WONE. o G 279
FIELD GOALS-ATT 9211969 801-1972 112408 at Tennessee Tech w7865 1075
Field goal pet 468 406 11-29-08  at Bradley Braves L 69-82 9006
3 POINT FG-ATT 191-568 272834 12/02/08  at Marshall w 76-72 5310
3-point FG pct .336 .326 *12/05/08 at Mercer w 81-61 2127
3-pt FG made per game 58 8.2 12/13/08 at Appalachian State w 89-70 2520
FREE THROWS-ATT 562-786 437630 1217108 UTC w7082 3102
Free throw pet 715 694 12/23/08 at Kennesaw State w 76-62 1243
12/30/08 MOREHEAD STATE L 71-61 3138
F-Throws made per game 17.0 13.2 « 113009 JACKSONVILLE w8284 3472
REBOUNDS 1246 1198 * 1/5/08 UNF w 57-88 2711
Rebounds per game 37.8 36.3 *01/10/09 at Stetson w 73-67 1257
Rebounding margin +15 - + 1112109 at FGCU L 61-64 1455
ASSISTS M7 414 * 117/09 LIPSCOMB wot  82-85 3192
Assists per game 126 125 1/19/09 BELMONT w 57-87 4196
*1/22/09 CAMPBELL w 60-79 3239
TURNOVERS 468 552 1126009  USC UPSTATE w7282 3854
Turnovers per game 14.2 16.7 *1/30/09 at Jacksonville Lt 7282 3648
Turnover margin +2.5 - + 02/01/09 at UNF w 67-64 683
Assist/turnover ratio 0.9 0.8 * 2772009  FGCU wo 78-102 4045
Steals per game 85 6.8 02/14/09 at Blelmont University L 73-76 1802
*02/16/09 at Lipscomb L 91-96 1317
BLOCKS 128 86 « 0219/09  atUSC Upstate w6661 922
Blocks per game 3.9 2.6 * 2/23/09 at Campbell L 62-68 1143
ATTENDANCE 44532 37445 *+ 2/26/09 KENNESAW STATE w 46-81 3149
Home games-Avg/Game 13-3426 14-2393 *2/28/09 MERCER w 81-103 4609
Neutral site-Avg/Game - 6-656 # 03/04/09 vs Stetson w 76-90 1014
# 03/06/09 vs Belmont w 74-88 0
g o () . # 03/07/09  vs Jacksonville w 85-68 1609
East Tennessee State 1210 1369 16 2595 * - Conference game
Opponents 1090 1198 23 2311



THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State Team Game-by-Game Comparison (as of Mar 13, 2009)

All games
Opponent 1st 2nd  Score  Mar Total FG FG Pct 3-Pointers 3FG Pct  Free Throws FT Pct Rebounds Assist T/Over Block Steal Fouls
Temple 28/44 37/35 65-79  (14) | 25-69/29-69  .362/.420 | 6-22/11-23  .273/.478 | 9-18/10-19  .500/.526 |44/50 (6) | 10/20 14/18  2/2 97 23/16
SIU Edwardsville 40/35 25/27  65-62 +3 | 24-57/22-62  .421/.355 3-8/6-26 375/.231 | 14-25/12-17  .560/.706 |49/36 +13 | 11/10 20/16  3/4 9/5 17/21
Hofstra 40/44 35/32  75-76 (1) | 26-58/27-55  .448/.491 6-20/8-23 .300/.348 | 17-23/14-21  .739/.667 |32/36 (4) 8/8 12118  4/4 W 2117
WUMBB 43/31 53/35 9666  +30 | 37-62/22-70  .597/.314 1-12/7-28 .083/.250 | 21-27/15-19  .778/.789 |45/33 +12 | 20/9 20/20 972 1311 18/20
Tennessee Tech 40/26 38/39 7865  +13 | 24-52/21-64  .462/.328 5-14/5-23 .357/.217 | 25-32/18-20  .781/.900 |42/31 +11 | 14/8 1910  3/3 57  20/25
Bradley Braves 25/44 44/38 69-82  (13) | 27-62/26-45  .435/.578 | 6-24/13-24  .250/.542 | 9-13/17-20  .692/.850 | 28/28 - | 1020 1217  2/4 11/4  19/11
Marshall 42/33 34/39 76-72 +4 | 31-56/23-51  .554/.451 7-15112-27  467/444 | 7-12114-19  583/.737 [26/32 (6) | 16/17 11115 11 8/2 14/14
Mercer 37/28 44/33 81-61  +20 | 30-63/21-58  .476/.362 8-22/4-22 .364/.182 | 13-21/15-20  .619/.750 |39/37 +2 | 14/10 1217 3/ 112 18/18
Appalachian State 35/37 54/33 89-70  +19 | 29-65/26-59  .446/.441 8-24/7-20 .333/.350 | 23-26/11-17  .885/.647 | 35/41 (6) 913 1A 4/6 13/5  19/21
utc 41/41 41/29 82-70  +12 | 28-58/22-70  .483/.314 | 8-28/10-36  .286/.278 | 18-27/16-22  .667/.727 |40/47 (7) | 15115 14/16  2/0 8/8 19/22
Kennesaw State 34126 42/36  76-62  +14 | 27-51/23-57  .529/.404 | 6-13/11-26  .462/.423 16-22/5-9 .7127/.556 | 25/37 (12) | 13113 9119 21 1012 15/15
MOREHEAD STATE 33/29 28/42 61-71  (10) | 24-54/22-54  .444/.407 6-20/5-19 .300/.263 | 7-14/22-25  .500/.880 |28/41 (13) 9/8 1817  7/5 510  20/15
JACKSONVILLE 35/39 49/43  84-82 +2 | 29-58/32-63  .500/.508 | 6-11/12-26  .545/.462 | 20-30/6-10  .667/.600 |[30/37 (7) 818 1016  3/3 111 16/20
UNF 4317 45/40 88-57  +31 | 34-66/26-63  .515/413 | 11-25/4-17  .440/.235 9-13/1-6 692/.167 | 45/31 +14 | 17/9 1113 91 5/2 1716
Stetson 36/40 37/27  73-67 +6 | 26-58/21-55  .448/.382 | 2-10/12-32  .200/.375 | 19-27/13-21  .704/.619 |44/31 +13 | 13/11 1817  4/3 813  18/18
FGCU 30/22 31/42 61-64 (3) | 21-55/19-58  .382/.328 9-21/6-22 A429/.273 | 10-14/20-28  .714/.714 |38/40 (2) | 17/10 19/14  5/4 716 18/15
LIPSCOMB 30/45 43/28 85-82 +3 | 28-67/32-59  .418/.542 3-16/8-19 .188/.421 | 26-36/10-16  .722/.625 |37/38 (1) | 1317 17/271 572 1010  18/25
BELMONT 44/26 43/31 87-57  +30 | 35-62/18-64  .565/.281 5-18/7-35 .278/.200 | 12-19/14-18  .632/.778 |45/35 +10 | 1712 1517 51 9/9 18/19
CAMPBELL 40/32 39/28 79-60  +19 | 30-57/23-58  .526/.397 7-21/7-21 333/.333 | 12-16/7-12  .750/.583 |36/32 +4 | 15/11 19/22 4/ 14114 13/14
USC UPSTATE 32/36 50/36 82-72  +10 | 24-53/28-61  .453/.459 3-13/7-20 .231/.350 | 31-35/9-13  .886/.692 |32/33 (1) | 1514 1117  5/4 105  15/23
Jacksonville 35/25 33/43 72-82  (10) | 25-56/29-70  .446/.414 5-13/6-20 .385/.300 | 17-25/18-25  .680/.720 | 34/46 (12) 719 1915 57 7% 26/19
UNF 23/33 44/31 67-64 +3 | 26-50/23-56  .520/.411 2-6/6-21 .333/.286 | 13-25/12-16  .520/.750 |35/34 +1 512 1818 31 514 13/20
FGCU 52/35 50/43 102-78 +24 | 35-68/25-67  .515/.373 | 11-22/11-29  .500/.379 | 21-33/17-24  .636/.708 |47/38 +9 | 16/10 14/17  4/4 9/4 19/20
STETSON 33/41 30/23 63-64 (1) | 21-51/23-58 4121397 | 3-12/13-35  .250/.371 18-29/5-11 621/.455 | 36/40 (4) | 1010 13/20 3/ 7/8 15/24
Belmont University 33/35 40/41  73-76 (3) | 22-53/28-57  .415/.491 7-19/8-26 .368/.308 | 22-28/12-16  .786/.750 | 32/32 - 914  16/14 1/0 8/7 16/22
Lipscomb 32/47 59/49  91-96 (5) | 30-72/29-55  417/.527 | 7-23/13-24  .304/.542 | 24-28/25-44  .857/.568 |[39/40 (1) | 14/25 13/14  2/0 6/7 3223
USC Upstate 29/20 37/41  66-61 +5 | 24-54/23-57  .444/404 4-16/5-23 .250/.217 | 14-20/10-15  .700/.667 |38/31 +7 [ 1114  11/9 32 5/5 14/19
Campbell 38/30 24/38 62-68 (6) | 24-66/21-55  .364/.382 2-11/6-21 182/.286 | 12-16/20-27  .750/.741 | 38/44 (6) | 16/18 913 9/9 716 19117
KENNESAW STATE 34/25 47/21  81-46  +35 | 30-61/15-57  .492/.263 5-17/7-30 .294/.233 | 16-19/9-15  .842/600 |47/31 +16 | 12/8  16/21 2/2 12/8  15/16
MERCER 59/34 44/47 103-81  +22 | 34-68/28-59  .500/.475 | 13-32/7-26  .406/.269 | 22-26/18-29  .846/.621 |41/35 +6 157 22124 500 13/15  23/18
Stetson 37/33 53/43 90-76  +14 | 34-68/25-66  .500/.379 | 4-14/10-32  .286/.313 | 18-25/16-20  .720/.800 |41/37 +4 | 12114  5/11 6/4 7/0 17/20
Belmont 34/29 54/45 88-74  +14 | 28-57/26-62  .491/.419 | 6-17/11-34  .353/.324 | 26-33/11-14  .788/.786 [38/30 +8 | 12/15 10/14  2/0 5/3 17/25
Jacksonville 43/28 42/40 85-68  +17 | 29-62/23-58  .468/.397 6-9/7-24 667/.292 | 21-29/15-22  .724/.682 |40/34 +6 14/5 10115 1/4 773 23121

Note: Game totals are displayed in the format TEAM/OPPONENT for each category




THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State Team Game-by-Game (as of Mar 13, 2009)

All games
TEAM STATISTICS
‘ Total 3-Pointers Free throws Rebounds
Opponent Date Score fg-fga pct| 3fg-fga pct| ft-fta pct] off def tot avgl pf a tlo blk stl pts avg
vs Temple 11/14/08 65-79 L 2569 .362 6-22 273 918 500 15 29 44 440 23 10 14 2 9 65 650
vs SIU Edwardsville 11/15/08 65-62 W 24-57 421 3-8 375 1425 560 14 35 49 465 17 11 20 3 9 65 650
vs Hofstra 11/16/08 75-76 L 26-58 448 6-20 300 17-23 739 10 22 32 417 21 8 12 4 7 75 683
WUMBB 11/20/08 96-66 w 37-62 597 1-12 083 21-27 778 10 35 45 425 18 20 20 9 13 96 752
at Tennessee Tech 11/24/08 78-65 W 24-52 462 5-14 357 25-32 781 12 30 42 424 20 14 19 3 5 78 758
at Bradley Braves 11-29-08 69-82 L 27-62 435 6-24 250 913 692 9 19 28 400 19 10 12 2 11 69 747
at Marshall 12/02/08 76-72 W 31-56 554 7-15 467 712 583 7 19 26 380 14 16 11 1 8 76 749
at Mercer 12/05/08 81-61 w 30-63 476 8-22 364 13-21 619 12 27 39 381 18 14 12 3 11 81 756
at Appalachian State 12/13/08 89-70 W 29-65 446 8-24 333 2326 885 11 24 35 378 19 9 11 4 13 89 771
utcC 12/17/08 82-70 w 28-58 483 8-28 286 18-27 667 7 33 40 380 19 15 14 2 8 82 776
at Kennesaw State 12/23/08 76-62 W  27-51 529  6-13 462  16-22 q27 9 16 25 38 15 13 9 2 10 76 775
MOREHEAD STATE 12/30/08 61-71 L 24-54 444 6-20 300 7-14 .500 7 21 28 361 20 9 18 7 5 61 761
JACKSONVILLE 1/3/09 84-82 w 29-58 500 6-11 545 20-30 667 10 20 30 356 16 8 10 3 11 84 767
UNF 1/5/08 88-57 W 3466 515 11-25 440 913 692 14 31 45 363 17 17 11 9 5 88 775
at Stetson 01/10/09 7367 W 26-58 448 2-10 200 19-27 704 16 28 44 368 18 13 18 4 8 73 772
at FGCU 1/12/09 61-64 L 21-55 382 9-21 429 1014 714 7 31 38 369 18 17 19 5 7 61 762
LIPSCOMB 1/17/09  85-82 Wot 28-67 418 3-16 188 26-36 722 13 24 37 369 18 13 17 5 10 85 76.7
BELMONT 1/19/09 87-57 w 3562 565 5-18 2718 1219 632 10 35 45 373 18 17 15 5 9 87 773
CAMPBELL 1/22/09 79-60 w 30-57 526 7-21 333 1216 750 8 28 36 373 13 15 19 4 14 79 774
USC UPSTATE 1/26/09 82-72 W 24-53 453 313 231 31-35  .886 7 25 32 370 15 15 11 5 10 82 776
at Jacksonville 1/30/09 72-82 Lot 25-56 446 5-13 385 17-25 680 8 26 34 369 26 7 19 5 7 72 773
at UNF 02/01/09 6764 W 26-50 520 2-6 333 1325 520 12 23 35 368 13 5 18 3 5 67 769
FGCU 2/7/2009 102-78 w 3568 515 1122 500 21-33 636 16 31 47 372 19 16 14 4 9 102 78.0
STETSON 2/9/09 6364 L 21-51 412 3412 250 18-29 .61 5 31 36 372 15 10 13 3 7 63 773
at Belmont University 02/14/09 73-76 L 2253 415 7419 368 2228 786 10 22 32 370 16 9 16 1 8 73 772
at Lipscomb 02/16/09 9196 L 30-72 417 7-23 304 24-28 857 15 24 39 370 32 14 13 2 6 91 777
at USC Upstate 02/19/09 6661 W 24-54 444 4-16 250  14-20 700 15 23 38 371 14 11 11 3 5 66 773
at Campbell 2/23/09 62-68 L 24-66 .364 2-11 182 12116 750 12 26 38 371 19 16 9 9 7 62 76.7
KENNESAW STATE 2/26/09 81-46 w  30-61 492 517 294 1619 842 15 32 47 374 15 12 16 2 12 81 769
MERCER 2/28/09 103-81 w  34-68 500 13-32 406 22-26 846 14 27 41 376 23 15 22 5 13 103 777
vs Stetson 03/04/09 90-76 W 34-68 500 4-14 286 1825 720 17 24 41 377 17 12 5 6 7 90 781
vs Belmont 03/06/09 88-74 W 28-57 491 6-17 353 26-33 788 12 26 38 377 17 12 10 2 5 88 784
vs Jacksonville 03/07/09 8568 W 2962 468 6-9 667 2129 724 16 24 40 378 23 14 10 1 7 85 786
East Tennessee State 2595 921-1969 468 191-568 336 562-786  .715 375 871 1246 37.8 605 417 468 128 281 2595 78.6
Opponents 2311 801-1972 406 272-834 326 437-630 694 404 794 1198 36.3 629 414 552 86 224 2311 70.0

Games played: 33
Points/game: 78.6
FG Pct: 46.8

3FG Pct: 33.6

FT Pct: 71.5

Rebounds/game: 37.8
Assists/game: 12.6
Turnovers/game: 14.2
Assist/turnover ratio: 0.9
Steals/game: 8.5
Blocks/game: 3.9



THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State Game-by-Game Points-Rebounds-Assists (as of Mar 13, 2009)

All games

01 03 13 20 25 30 34
Opponent Date Score SMITH,MIKE  PIGRAM,COU HUBBARD,TO SOLLAZZO,A JONES,JARV  WILLIAMS,M HAMLIN,GRE
vs Temple 11/14/08 65-79 L  19-10-0 18-6-5 2-8-3 0-7-0 12-0-0 3-3-1 0-1-0
vs SIU Edwardsville 11/15/08 65-62 w 10-9-1 12-12-4 DNP 4-7-2 6-2-1 DNP DNP
vs Hofstra 11/16/08 75-76 L 20-4-1 19-5-6 DNP 3-2-0 3-0-0 6-3-0 0-0-0
WUMBB 11/20/08 96-66 w 12-4-1 21-10-10 DNP 2-4-0 4-5-2 8-2-0 8-5-3
at Tennessee Tech 11/24/08 7865 w  12-11-2 22-1-5 0-0-0 0-1-0 0-1-0 5-3-0 8-7-3
at Bradley Braves 11-29-08  69-82 L 8-6-1 27-4-5 8-3-0 0-1-1 2-2-0 8-1-1 0-1-0
at Marshall 12/02/08 76-72 w 16-6-2 6-1-6 0-0-0 0-0-1 9-0-0 0-3-0 8-5-4
at Mercer 12/05/08 81-61 w  20-8-1 12-4-5 DN 3-1-2 0-1-0 13-5-0 8-4-2
at Appalachian State 12/13/08 89-70 w 18-8-3 29-6-2 2-5-0 2-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 4-6-2
utcC 12/17/08 82-70 w 10-7-4 24-3-7 0-4-0 0-1-0 0-1-0 7-3-0 7-5-1
at Kennesaw State 12/23/08 76-62 w 19-4-4 15-2-3 DNP 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-1-0 5-5-2
MOREHEAD STATE 12/30/08 61-711 L 5-3-2 23-3-4 DNP 0-2-1 5-1-0 0-0-0 2-6-1
JACKSONVILLE 1/3/09 84-82 w 11-4-2 39-3-1 DNP 3-0-1 DNP 2-1-1 2-1-0
UNF 1/5/08 88-57 w 8-6-2 24-3-1 DNP 3-4-5 2-2-1 15-5-1 9-4-1
at Stetson 01/10/09 73-67 w 17-6-1 5-1-3 DNP 4-5-3 3-0-1 0-2-0 8-7-3
at FGCU 1/12/09 61-64 L 10-7-4 10-2-8 DNP 4-2-2 13-0-0 0-0-0 4-6-0
LIPSCOMB 1/17/09 85-82 wo 10-6-1 26-4-2 DNP 12-8-6 3-1-1 0-0-0 7-7-1
BELMONT 1/19/09 87-57 w 8-8-4 24-5-2 DNP 4-9-5 0-1-1 11-6-1 10-10-0
CAMPBELL 1/22/09 79-60 w 22-6-2 6-7-6 DNP 0-7-5 7-2-0 1-1-0 8-4-2
USC UPSTATE 1/26/09 82-72 w  22-5-1 22-0-3 DNP 2-3-5 3-1-0 2-1-0 11-12-4
at Jacksonville 1/30/09 72-82 L0 18-16-1 10-2-2 DNP 12-4-0 0-0-0 14-1-0 6-4-1
at UNF 02/01/09 67-64 w  24-14-1 8-2-4 DNP 3-3-0 8-0-0 0-1-0 7-5-0
FGCU 2/7/2009  102-78 w  17-10-1 27-3-4 DNP 2-6-6 5-0-0 4-6-1 4-3-1
STETSON 2/9/09 63-64 L 8-7-0 17-3-4 DNP 0-2-1 0-1-0 4-2-1 5-6-0
at Belmont University 02/14/09 73-716 L 20-6-3 14-0-2 DNP 3-1-1 0-1-0 5-2-0 6-7-1
at Lipscomb 02/16/09 9196 L 20-11-5 9-2-4 8-6-0 6-3-2 10-3-0 6-1-1 2-2-0
at USC Upstate 02/19/09 66-61 w  20-11-4 2-1-2 4-5-0 0-1-2 1-0-0 0-2-0 4-5-2
at Campbell 2/23/09 62-68 L  25-13-1 2-2-0 8-6-0 9-4-12 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-1-1
KENNESAW STATE 2/26/09 81-46 w 7-4-2 16-5-7 0-6-1 11-7-1 13-2-0 8-5-0 8-6-0
MERCER 2/28/09 103-81 w 17-5-4 38-4-6 3-0-0 6-2-2 0-0-0 2-1-0 4-2-0
vs Stetson 03/04/09 90-76 w  19-11-2 15-2-5 6-10-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 4-0-0 0-9-1
vs Belmont 03/06/09 88-714 w 19-7-1 30-4-3 11-5-0 0-1-1 0-2-1 0-1-0 4-5-1
vs Jacksonville 03/07/09 85-68 w  22-12-4 9-1-6 6-7-0 0-0-0 0-1-0 16-4-1 2-4-1

41 42 43
Opponent Date Score BROWN,ISIA  TIGGS,KEVI COY,SETH
vs Temple 11/14/08 65-79 L 0-2-1 9-3-0 2-2-0
vs SIU Edwardsville 11/15/08 65-62 w 9-6-0 19-6-2 5-5-1
vs Hofstra 11/16/08 75-76 L 3-2-0 18-6-1 3-7-0
WUMBB 11/20/08 96-66 w 2-7-2 21-3-2 18-2-0
at Tennessee Tech 11/24/08 7865 w 8-5-1 23-8-3 DNP
at Bradley Braves 11-29-08  69-82 L 1-3-0 15-5-2 DNP
at Marshall 12/02/08 76-72 w 6-6-2 31-4-1 DNP
at Mercer 12/05/08 81-61 w 4-3-0 21-7-4 DNP
at Appalachian State 12/13/08 89-70 w 3-1-0 31-6-2 DNP
utcC 12/17/08 82-70 w 2-4-1 32-7-2 DNP
at Kennesaw State 12/23/08 76-62 w 18-6-1 19-2-3 DNP
MOREHEAD STATE 12/30/08 61-711 L 2-2-0 21-7-1 3-1-0
JACKSONVILLE 1/3/09 84-82 w 8-11-0 13-2-2 6-4-1
UNF 1/5/08 88-57 w 2-5-1 13-5-4 12-6-1
at Stetson 01/10/09 73-67 w  10-12-0 26-7-1 0-0-1
at FGCU 1/12/09 61-64 L 7-5-1 13-9-2 0-3-0
LIPSCOMB 1/17/09 85-82 wo 0-2-0 27-4-2 0-0-0
BELMONT 1/19/09 87-57 w 4-3-0 22-3-3 4-0-1
CAMPBELL 1/22/09 79-60 w 4-2-0 27-2-0 4-2-0
USC UPSTATE 1/26/09 82-72 w 2-3-0 18-5-2 0-0-0
at Jacksonville 1/30/09 72-82 Lo 2-3-0 10-1-3 0-1-0
at UNF 02/01/09 67-64 w 0-4-0 17-3-0 0-1-0
FGCU 2/7/2009  102-78 w 11-9-0 29-4-3 3-3-0
STETSON 2/9/09 63-64 L 5-5-1 24-4-2 0-1-1
at Belmont University 02/14/09  73-76 L 0-1-0 25-9-2 0-1-0
at Lipscomb 02/16/09 9196 L 4-4-0 26-6-2 0-0-0
at USC Upstate 02/19/09 66-61 w 3-6-0 32-2-1 0-1-0
at Campbell 2/23/09 62-68 L 0-0-0 12-5-1 6-4-1
KENNESAW STATE 2/26/09 81-46 w 4-5-0 11-3-1 3-2-0
MERCER 2/28/09 103-81 w 9-11-1 24-8-2 0-1-0
vs Stetson 03/04/09 90-76 w 9-4-0 37-3-3 DN
vs Belmont 03/06/09 88-714 w 3-3-1 21-8-4 0-0-0
vs Jacksonville 03/07/09 85-68 w 9-5-1 21-3-1 DN



THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State Game-by-Game Highs (as of Mar 13, 2009)

All games
Opponent Date Score Points Rebounds Assists Steals Blocked shots
vs Temple 11/14/08  65-79 19-SMITH, Mike 10-SMITH, Mike 5-PIGRAM, Courtney  2-SMITH, Mike 1-HAMLIN, Greg
CQY, Seth SOLLAZZO, Adam
PIGRAM, Courtney
vs SIU Edwardsville 11/15/08  65-62 19-TIGGS, Kevin 12-PIGRAM, Courtney 4-PIGRAM, Courtney 4-SMITH, Mike 2-BROWN, Isiah
vs Hofstra 11/16/08  75-76 20-SMITH, Mike 7-CQY, Seth 6-PIGRAM, Courtney  3-TIGGS, Kevin 3-SOLLAZZO, Adam
WUMBB 11/20/08  96-66 21-PIGRAM, Courtney 10-PIGRAM, Courtney 10-PIGRAM, Courtney 3-TIGGS, Kevin 3-BROWN, Isiah
TIGGS, Kevin HAMLIN, Greg CQY, Seth
at Tennessee Tech 11/24/08  78-65 23-TIGGS, Kevin 11-SMITH, Mike 5-PIGRAM, Courtney  2-TIGGS, Kevin 3-HAMLIN, Greg
SMITH, Mike
at Bradley Braves 11-29-08 69-82 27-PIGRAM, Courtney 6-SMITH, Mike 5-PIGRAM, Courtney  4-SMITH, Mike 1-HAMLIN, Greg
WILLIAMS, Micah
at Marshall 12/02/08  76-72 31-TIGGS, Kevin 6-SMITH, Mike 6-PIGRAM, Courtney 4-TIGGS, Kevin 1-PIGRAM, Courtney
BROWN, Isiah
at Mercer 12/05/08  81-61 21-TIGGS, Kevin 8-SMITH, Mike 5-PIGRAM, Courtney  3-PIGRAM, Courtney 1-PIGRAM, Courtney
HAMLIN, Greg
SMITH, Mike
at Appalachian State 12/13/08  89-70 31-TIGGS, Kevin 8-SMITH, Mike 3-SMITH, Mike 5-HAMLIN, Greg 2-HAMLIN, Greg
uTcC 12/17/08  82-70 32-TIGGS, Kevin 7-SMITH, Mike 7-PIGRAM, Courtney  4-PIGRAM, Courtney 1-SMITH, Mike
TIGGS, Kevin HAMLIN, Greg
at Kennesaw State 12/23/08  76-62 19-TIGGS, Kevin 6-BROWN, Isiah 4-SMITH, Mike 3-SMITH, Mike 1-BROWN, Isiah
SMITH, Mike SMITH, Mike
MOREHEAD STATE 12/30/08  61-71 23-PIGRAM, Courtney 7-TIGGS, Kevin 4-PIGRAM, Courtney  2-PIGRAM, Courtney  3-HAMLIN, Greg
JACKSONVILLE 1/3/09 84-82 39-PIGRAM, Courtney 11-BROWN, Isiah 2-SMITH, Mike 5-PIGRAM, Courtney  1-PIGRAM, Courtney
TIGGS, Kevin HAMLIN, Greg
SOLLAZZO, Adam
UNF 1/5/08 88-57 24-PIGRAM, Courtney 6-SMITH, Mike 5-SOLLAZZ0, Adam 1-SOLLAZZO, Adam 6-HAMLIN, Greg
CQY, Seth WILLIAMS, Micah
PIGRAM, Courtney
BROWN, Isiah
TIGGS, Kevin
at Stetson 01/10/09  73-67 26-TIGGS, Kevin 12-BROWN, Isiah 3-SOLLAZZO, Adam  5-TIGGS, Kevin 2-HAMLIN, Greg
HAMLIN, Greg
PIGRAM, Courtney
at FGCU 1/12/09 61-64 13-JONES, Jarvis 9-TIGGS, Kevin 8-PIGRAM, Courtney  5-TIGGS, Kevin 3-BROWN, Isiah
TIGGS, Kevin
LIPSCOMB 1/17/09 85-82 27-TIGGS, Kevin 8-SOLLAZZ0O, Adam 6-SOLLAZZO, Adam 3-PIGRAM, Courtney 4-HAMLIN, Greg
BELMONT 1/19/09 87-57 24-PIGRAM, Courtney 10-HAMLIN, Greg 5-SOLLAZZ0, Adam  3-HAMLIN, Greg 2-HAMLIN, Greg
TIGGS, Kevin SMITH, Mike
CAMPBELL 1/22/09 79-60 27-TIGGS, Kevin 7-PIGRAM, Courtney  6-PIGRAM, Courtney 6-TIGGS, Kevin 4-COY, Seth
SOLLAZZO, Adam
USC UPSTATE 1/26/09 82-72 22-PIGRAM, Courtney 12-HAMLIN, Greg 5-SOLLAZZ0, Adam  2-HAMLIN, Greg 4-HAMLIN, Greg
SMITH, Mike PIGRAM, Courtney
SMITH, Mike
SOLLAZZO, Adam
at Jacksonville 1/30/09 72-82 18-SMITH, Mike 16-SMITH, Mike 3-TIGGS, Kevin 3-TIGGS, Kevin 2-HAMLIN, Greg
at UNF 02/01/09  67-64 24-SMITH, Mike 14-SMITH, Mike 4-PIGRAM, Courtney 1-TIGGS, Kevin 2-SMITH, Mike
JONES, Jarvis
SMITH, Mike
PIGRAM, Courtney
SOLLAZZO, Adam
FGCU 2/7/2009 102-78 29-TIGGS, Kevin 10-SMITH, Mike 6-SOLLAZZO, Adam  3-HAMLIN, Greg 2-SMITH, Mike
TIGGS, Kevin BROWN, Isiah
STETSON 2/9/09 63-64 24-TIGGS, Kevin 7-SMITH, Mike 4-PIGRAM, Courtney 4-PIGRAM, Courtney  1-HAMLIN, Greg



East Tennessee State Game-by-Game Highs (as of Mar 13, 2009)

THE STAT CREW SYSTEM

All games
Opponent Date Score Points Rebounds Assists Steals Blocked shots
TIGGS, Kevin
CQY, Seth
at Belmont University 02/14/09  73-76 25-TIGGS, Kevin 9-TIGGS, Kevin 3-SMITH, Mike 3-TIGGS, Kevin 1-TIGGS, Kevin
at Lipscomb 02/16/09  91-96 26-TIGGS, Kevin 11-SMITH, Mike 5-SMITH, Mike 3-TIGGS, Kevin 1-COY, Seth
BROWN, Isiah
at USC Upstate 02/19/09  66-61 32-TIGGS, Kevin 11-SMITH, Mike 4-SMITH, Mike 2-TIGGS, Kevin 1-TIGGS, Kevin
BROWN, Isiah
HAMLIN, Greg
at Campbell 2/23/09 62-68 25-SMITH, Mike 13-SMITH, Mike 12-SOLLAZZ0, Adam 3-SOLLAZZO, Adam 4-HAMLIN, Greg
KENNESAW STATE 2/26/09 81-46 16-PIGRAM, Courtney 7-SOLLAZZO, Adam 7-PIGRAM, Courtney 3-SMITH, Mike 1-SOLLAZZO, Adam
TIGGS, Kevin HUBBARD, Tommy
MERCER 2/28/09  103-81 38-PIGRAM, Courtney 11-BROWN, Isiah 6-PIGRAM, Courtney  3-PIGRAM, Courtney 2-BROWN, Isiah
HAMLIN, Greg
vs Stetson 03/04/09  90-76 37-TIGGS, Kevin 11-SMITH, Mike 5-PIGRAM, Courtney 2-HAMLIN, Greg 4-HAMLIN, Greg
TIGGS, Kevin
vs Belmont 03/06/09  88-74 30-PIGRAM, Courtney 8-TIGGS, Kevin 4-TIGGS, Kevin 2-SMITH, Mike 1-HAMLIN, Greg
HUBBARD, Tommy
vs Jacksonville 03/07/09  85-68 22-SMITH, Mike 12-SMITH, Mike 6-PIGRAM, Courtney  3-PIGRAM, Courtney  1-SMITH, Mike



THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State Team High/Low Analysis (as of Mar 13, 2009)
All games

East Tennessee State - TEAM GAME HIGHS

POINTS 103 MERCER (2/28/09)
102 FGCU (2/7/2009)
96 WUMBB (11/20/08)
91 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)
90 vs Stetson (03/04/09)
FIELD GOALS MADE 37 WUMBB (11/20/08)
35 FGCU (2/7/2009)
35 BELMONT (1/19/09)
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS 72 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)
69 vs Temple (11/14/08)
FIELD GOAL PERCENTAGE .597 (37-62) WUMBB (11/20/08)
.565 (35-62) BELMONT (1/19/09)
3 PT FIELD GOALS MADE 13 MERCER (2/28/09)
11 FGCU (2/7/2009)
11 UNF (1/5/08)
3 PT FG ATTEMPTS 32 MERCER (2/28/09)
28 UTC (12/17/08)
3 PT FG PERCENTAGE .667 (6-9) vs Jacksonville (03/07/09)
.545 (6-11) JACKSONVILLE (1/3/09)
FREE THROWS MADE 31 USC UPSTATE (1/26/09)
26 vs Belmont (03/06/09)
26 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)
FREE THROW ATTEMPTS 36 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)
35 USC UPSTATE (1/26/09)

FREE THROW PERCENTAGE .886 (31-35) USC UPSTATE (1/26/09)
.885 (23-26) at Appalachian State (12/13/08)

REBOUNDS 49 vs SIU Edwardsville (11/15/08)
47 KENNESAW STATE (2/26/09)
47 FGCU (2/7/2009)
ASSISTS 20 WUMBB (11/20/08)
17 BELMONT (1/19/09)
17 at FGCU (1/12/09)
17 UNF (1/5/08)
STEALS 14 CAMPBELL (1/22/09)
13 MERCER (2/28/09)
13 at Appalachian State (12/13/08)
13 WUMBB (11/20/08)
BLOCKED SHOTS 9 at Campbell (2/23/09)
9 UNF (1/5/08)
9 WUMBB (11/20/08)
TURNOVERS 22 MERCER (2/28/09)
20 WUMBB (11/20/08)
20 vs SIU Edwardsville (11/15/08)
FOULS 32 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

26 at Jacksonville (1/30/09)



THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State High/Low Analysis (as of Mar 13, 2009)
All games

Opponent - GAME HIGHS

POINTS 96 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

82 at Jacksonville (1/30/09)

82 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)

82 JACKSONVILLE (1/3/09)

82 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)
FIELD GOALS MADE 32 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)

32 JACKSONVILLE (1/3/09)
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS 70 at Jacksonville (1/30/09)

70 UTC (12/17/08)

70 WUMBB (11/20/08)
FIELD GOAL PERCENTAGE .578 (26-45) at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)

.542 (32-59) LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)

3 PT FIELD GOALS MADE 13 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

13 STETSON (2/9/09)

13 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)
3 PT FG ATTEMPTS 36 UTC (12/17/08)

35 STETSON (2/9/09)

35 BELMONT (1/19/09)
3 PT FG PERCENTAGE .542 (13-24) at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

.542 (13-24) at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)

FREE THROWS MADE 25 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

22 MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)
FREE THROW ATTEMPTS 44 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

29 MERCER (2/28/09)

FREE THROW PERCENTAGE .900 (18-20) at Tennessee Tech (11/24/08)
.880 (22-25) MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)

REBOUNDS 50 vs Temple (11/14/08)

47 UTC (12/17/08)
ASSISTS 25 at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

20 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)

20 vs Temple (11/14/08)
STEALS 16 at FGCU (1/12/09)

15 MERCER (2/28/09)
BLOCKED SHOTS 9 at Campbell (2/23/09)

7 at Jacksonville (1/30/09)

TURNOVERS 27 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)

24 MERCER (2/28/09)
FOULS 25 vs Belmont (03/06/09)

25 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)

25 at Tennessee Tech (11/24/08)



THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State High/Low Analysis (as of Mar 13, 2009)
All games

East Tennessee State - GAME LOWS

POINTS 61 MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)
61 at FGCU (1/12/09)
62 at Campbell (2/23/09)
63 STETSON (2/9/09)
65 vs Temple (11/14/08)
65 vs SIU Edwardsville (11/15/08)
FIELD GOALS MADE 21 at FGCU (1/12/09)
21 STETSON (2/9/09)
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS 50 at UNF (02/01/09)
51 at Kennesaw State (12/23/08)
51 STETSON (2/9/09)
FIELD GOAL PERCENTAGE .362 (25-69) vs Temple (11/14/08)
.364 (24-66) at Campbell (2/23/09)
3 PT FIELD GOALS MADE 1 WUMBB (11/20/08)

2 at Stetson (01/10/09)
2 at UNF (02/01/09)
2 at Campbell (2/23/09)
3 PT FG ATTEMPTS 6 at UNF (02/01/09)
8

vs SIU Edwardsville (11/15/08)

3 PT FG PERCENTAGE .083 (1-12) WUMBB (11/20/08)
.182 (2-11) at Campbell (2/23/09)
FREE THROWS MADE 7 at Marshall (12/02/08)
7 MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)
FREE THROW ATTEMPTS 12 at Marshall (12/02/08)
13 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)
13 UNF (1/5/08)

FREE THROW PERCENTAGE .500 (7-14) MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)
.500 (9-18) vs Temple (11/14/08)

at Kennesaw State (12/23/08)

at Marshall (12/02/08)

at UNF (02/01/09)

at Jacksonville (1/30/09)

at Tennessee Tech (11/24/08)

MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)

UNF (1/5/08)

at UNF (02/01/09)

at USC Upstate (02/19/09)

vs Belmont (03/06/09)

at Marshall (12/02/08)

at Belmont University (02/14/09)

vs Jacksonville (03/07/09)

vs Stetson (03/04/09)

at Kennesaw State (12/23/08)

at Campbell (2/23/09)

CAMPBELL (1/22/09)

at UNF (02/01/09)

REBOUNDS
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THE STAT CREW SYSTEM
East Tennessee State High/Low Analysis (as of Mar 13, 2009)
All games

Opponent - GAME LOWS

POINTS 46 KENNESAW STATE (2/26/09)
57 UNF (1/5/08)
57 BELMONT (1/19/09)
60 CAMPBELL (1/22/09)
61 at Mercer (12/05/08)
61 at USC Upstate (02/19/09)
FIELD GOALS MADE 15 KENNESAW STATE (2/26/09)
18 BELMONT (1/19/09)
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS 45 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)
51 at Marshall (12/02/08)
FIELD GOAL PERCENTAGE .263 (15-57) KENNESAW STATE (2/26/09)
.281 (18-64) BELMONT (1/19/09)
3 PT FIELD GOALS MADE 4 at Mercer (12/05/08)
4 UNF (1/5/08)
3 PT FG ATTEMPTS 17 UNF (1/5/08)
19 MOREHEAD STATE (12/30/08)
19 LIPSCOMB (1/17/09)
3 PT FG PERCENTAGE .182 (4-22) at Mercer (12/05/08)
.200 (7-35) BELMONT (1/19/09)
FREE THROWS MADE 1 UNF (1/5/08)
5 at Kennesaw State (12/23/08)
5 STETSON (2/9/09)
FREE THROW ATTEMPTS 6 UNF (1/5/08)
9 at Kennesaw State (12/23/08)

FREE THROW PERCENTAGE  .167 (1-6) UNF (1/5/08)
455 (5-11) STETSON (2/9/09)

REBOUNDS 28 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)
30 vs Belmont (03/06/09)
ASSISTS vs Jacksonville (03/07/09)

MERCER (2/28/09)

vs Stetson (03/04/09)
JACKSONVILLE (1/3/09)
UTC (12/17/08)

5
7
STEALS 0
1
0
0 at Belmont University (02/14/09)
0
0
0
9

BLOCKED SHOTS
at Lipscomb (02/16/09)

MERCER (2/28/09)
vs Belmont (03/06/09)

TURNOVERS at USC Upstate (02/19/09)
10 at Tennessee Tech (11/24/08)
FOULS 11 at Bradley Braves (11-29-08)
14 at Marshall (12/02/08)

14 CAMPBELL (1/22/09)



Selected press clippings from around the country:

No heartbreak this time around for Bucs
East Tennessee State heads to the Big Dance for the first time since 2004
ESPN.com - Feature by Chris Low and AP Game Story

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- Any agony that had festered from a year ago for East Tennessee State was melting
as rapidly as an ice cube on a stove top by halftime Saturday in the championship game of the Atlantic
Sun Conference tournament.

By the time senior guard Courtney Pigram served up a little Showtime with an alley-oop pass to fellow
senior Kevin Tiggs on a breakaway eight minutes into the second half, all that remained of that ice cube
was a pool of water.

The Bucs were well on their way to the NCAA tournament for the first time in five years thanks to an 85-
68 blistering of Jacksonville that was never in doubt.

And along the way, they exorcised a few ghosts at Allen Arena.

It was on this same floor last season where they fell 69-65 to Belmont in the semifinals of the Atlantic Sun
tournament, losing a 10-point lead in the final six minutes and being on the wrong end of a controversial
technical foul with 17 seconds left.

"That was unfortunate what happened last year, but this is a new day and a new team," said ETSU coach
Murry Bartow, doing his best to downplay one of the darkest and most gut-wrenching moments in recent
ETSU hoops history.

But as fate would have it -- as the Bucs celebrated at midcourt Saturday in one of those magical scenes
that makes this time of year so much fun -- right there in the middle of the celebration was the guy in the
middle of last year's controversy.

The smile on Kenyona Swader's face was unmistakable.

He was the one who was whistled for the technical foul last year after being fouled by Belmont's Andy
Wicke and then swinging a wild elbow that missed.

Belmont went to the other end and made its free throws on the technical to go ahead by one point. But
Swader, stunned that the technical had been called, missed on the front end of his one-and-one. Belmont
escaped and went on to capture its third straight trip to the NCAA tournament.

All that was left for ETSU was to watch at home as Belmont came within inches of shocking Duke in some
of the best drama March had to offer a year ago.

"We didn't even talk about last year, to be honest," said Bartow, whose Bucs ended Belmont's
stranglehold on the Atlantic Sun's automatic bid Friday with an 88-74 win over the Bruins in the
semifinals. "l was so happy that Kenyona was here. It was so good to see him here and be a part of this."



What he saw was an ETSU team that's playing its best basketball at just the right time. The Bucs (23-10)
have now won five in a row, all by double digits.

"The last two weeks, we've been playing pretty good," said Bartow, whose legendary father, Gene, was
on hand to watch the game. "We've been practicing pretty good. The mojo has been good. Everything
has been good, and we've been winning.

"l just think they came out today on a mission and weren't going to be denied."

Any hope of Jacksonville getting back to the NCAA tournament for the first time since 1986 was pretty
much gone by the midway point of the first half. The Bucs clamped down with their press and set sail on a
17-2 run to put the Dolphins away early.

And they did it while Pigram, the Atlantic Sun's first 2,000-point scorer since 1984, was held without a
field goal until the opening minute of the second half. He buried a 3-pointer to pad the Bucs' lead to 18
points, and the rout was on.

All season, Pigram hasn't been shy when it comes to expressing what the NCAA tournament means to
him.

It's the first goal he put on the board in the team locker room back in October, when the Bucs started
practice. Former ETSU greats such as Keith "Mister" Jennings and Tim Smith had been a part of March
Madness.

Pigram, with all of his points and all of his honors, had not ... until now.

"I've been [Atlantic Sun] Player of the Year," Pigram said. "I've been to the NIT, been all-conference, all-
tournament and now the NCAA. This just tops it all.”

Most of the ETSU players said they watched Belmont's near-upset of Duke last season.

Tiggs, who had 21 points Saturday, said he was cheering for Belmont at first, but then realized Duke was
in trouble.

"l wanted [Belmont] to win because they're in the same conference as us," Tiggs said. "But then again, |
like Duke."

Bartow's hoping for the same kind of draw Belmont got a year ago.

"Not that Duke is not a great team, but they're more of a finesse team," Bartow said. "It's really the
matchup you get. | thought Belmont played a real good game, and Rick [Byrd] is a real good coach. I'm
not downplaying what Belmont did, but the tournament is so much about matchups. If Belmont last year
would have played Texas, when you saw that come up on the screen, you would have fallen out of your
chair because matchups are so critical.

"That's what I'll be looking for, because we can play with a lot of people.”

Chris Low covers college basketball and football for ESPN.com.



Win leaves little doubt Bucs are best in league

By Kelly Hodge
Johnson City Press Managing Sports Editor

NASHVILLE — East Tennessee State’s Bucs were admittedly not championship material when they rode
out of Buies Creek, N.C., after a six-point loss to Campbell a couple of weeks ago.

They had dropped four of five games and were suddenly out of contention for the Atlantic Sun
Conference regular-season championship. Courtney Pigram was mired in an offensive slump. The
prospects for a turnaround as March approached were fleeting.

“We were not in a good state of mind, just really struggling,” said coach Murry Bartow. “I credit our
players. They said enough is enough.”

The Bucs haven'’t looked back since.

Five impressive wins later, all by double figures, they are headed back to the NCAA tournament as the A-
Sun champs. Their 85-68 win Saturday night over top-seeded Jacksonville left little doubt that the Bucs
are the best team the league has to offer this season.

They'll try to take their game to the next level when they make their first NCAA appearance in five years.
“We're a pretty good team,” said Bartow. “We think we can play with a lot of people.”

In a season in which the trio of Pigram, Kevin Tiggs and Mike Smith had to carry a heavy load from the
start, the Bucs looked like a well-balanced oulffit at the end.

While Tiggs, the tournament MVP, and Smith in particular came up big in the final, youngsters like Micah
Williams, Tommy Hubbard and Isiah Brown earned standing ovations from the ETSU faithful for their
work. They are the future of the program, and waiting isn't always easy.

“You just gotta know your time will eventually come and try to play your role for the team,” said Brown, the
6-8 redshirt freshman. “CP and Tiggs are seniors, and Mike is a junior. They’ve been around and you
have to accept their leadership. They have a lot of responsibility. | mean, | wouldn’t want to be the Big
Three.”

Brown collected five points and nine rebounds against the Dolphins, and his early energy was key in
ETSU building a lead that would swell to 30.

Williams finished with a career-high 16 points, while Hubbard had six points and seven rebounds and
helped control Jacksonville point guard Ben Smith, much as he did a night earlier against Belmont’s Alex
Renfroe, before fouling out with eight minutes left. (Smith subsequently scored 14 of his 29 points).

“Our complementary guys have been great,” said Bartow. “Isiah Brown is going to be an all-conference
player without question. Tommy Hubbard, | can’t say enough about him, pulling out of a redshirt two or
three weeks ago for the good of the team. We would not be sitting here if not for him. Micah Williams has
been up and down minute-wise, but he was great for us tonight.”

The chemistry is something that has been building, even if it was too subtle to tell many nights. This team
has turned into an unselfish bunch, as evidenced by a lob from Pigram to Tiggs on a breakaway, even



though Pigram was struggling to score.

That'’s the kind of leadership that makes an impression. And that’s why all the talk about the “Big Three”
doesn’t grate on the others.

“You can’t argue with it,” said Williams. “These three guys have had great seasons, they’'ve been great
leaders.

“I think the team just peaked tonight, where everything was clicking for us. We had great defensive
intensity to start the game and just took it from there.”

Where the Bucs go from here is anyone’s guess. They have to wait until next Sunday to find out their
NCAA assignment.

None of that really mattered Saturday night. The team had weathered the storm and delivered a
championship.

“We came out today on a mission,” said Bartow. “We were not going to be denied.”

ETSU’s Kevin Tiggs: on his own, on his way

BRIAN T. SMITH/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
Published: December 3, 2007

Kevin Tiggs didn’t take the short, easy road to playing Division | basketball. He didn’t take the long road,
either. Tiggs didn’t follow a road.

For Tiggs, there was no map. No grand plan. No set-in-stone life outline that connected chance and
opportunity, turning disparate moments into a straight line.

In fact, the only reason Tiggs — a 6-foot-4, 215 pound junior forward from Flint, Mich. — currently wears an
ETSU basketball jersey is because he bounced around. Persevered. Endured. And somehow, Tiggs did it
all with a smile.

It's a smile that carried Tiggs through the death of his mother and father.

A smile that helped Tiggs stay off the streets, as he found a strong wall of family members, friends and
coaches who would do everything and anything to help him remain strong and resolute.

A smile that covers the dark corners of Tiggs’ past, that now forces him to say, "I don’t fear anything or
anyone except God," when the dark moments are brought to light.

And it's a smile that eventually made Tiggs a Buccaneer.

"I've never met a kid in my entire coaching career — my entire life — like Kevin Tiggs," said Mott
Community College coach Steve Schmidt. "Kevin’s special. I've coached and been around thousands of
kids in my time. And Kevin’s the only one I've ever made a part of my family. Once you meet him, you can
never forget him. He's an inspiration. And you can never forget that smile."



We were vicious
Looking back, it all seems simple.

Tiggs was cold. The basketball gym inside Flint Northern High School was warm. Tiggs decided to go
inside.

"l wasn’t even thinking about trying out for the team," Tiggs, 22, said. "l never thought about trying out for
any team. It was just me and my friends. We were freezing. And we wanted to play some ball."

Darnell Hughley, then-coach for Flint Northern, took pride in his open-gym sessions. As many as 75 kids
would show up on a given day. The sessions gave Hughley a chance to look over the local talent. Most of
the kids played streetball. Most also hadn’t been to school in years. But the kids wanted to play ball, and
they didn’t have anywhere better to go, so Hughley opened the doors. And sometimes, Hughley found a
spark.

"Kevin just had that smile," Hughley said. "As soon as he started playing, | knew. | knew he was a
sleeper. | knew he was for real. The other kids and coaches knew it, too. You see a kid like that play, and
you're like, ‘Boy, where have you been all this time?™

Tiggs had been everywhere.

By the time Tiggs was a sophomore in high school, he’d conquered every basketball court at every
outdoor park in the surrounding Flint area. Tiggs was a street-ball legend. But he’d never played a single
second of organized basketball.

"We'd tear '’em up. We were vicious," Tiggs said. "We’d just go around. Rotate. One park one day.
Another park the next. It was awesome. It was so much fun."

It was also a diversion.

Tiggs grew up in a poverty-stricken area in Flint. His father, an alcoholic, left the family when Tiggs was a
child. And at the same time when Tiggs was debating whether or not to trade in his streetball skills for the
confines of a uniform, coach and teammates, Tiggs’ mother, Zina, became fatally ill.

"He played for us for a while, and he was incredible. Incredibly talented and gifted. One of the best kids
I've ever coached," Hughley said. "But then he just shied away. His mom got real sick, and you could tell
it really got to him. | thought we’d lost him."

Zina passed away at the age of 34, during Kevin’s junior season.
Soon after, Tiggs stopped playing basketball for the first time since he was a child.

"l quit. | was like, ‘I don’t need basketball,™ Tiggs said. "She never seen me play organized. Not one time.
She’d seen me play on the playground, but that was it. And | ... | just stopped.”

Reaching out

As Tiggs grieved, Hughley backed off. Then, when Hughley felt the time was right, he reached out.



"l just told him, ‘We're still with you, boy. We adopt you as our son. Whatever it takes, whatever you need,
we’ll see you get it. But you've gotta stay on track. You've got a gift, a talent. You can let this ball take you
to school. But you’ve gotta stay on track,™ Hughley said.

Tiggs listened.

Unable to play basketball his senior year due to eligibility issues, Tiggs stayed in school, stayed close to
Hughley and helped his family heal.

Tiggs then decided to enter the workforce after graduation.

"l was fresh out high school, making mad money. Like, $600 a week," Tiggs said. "Me and some friends,
we just wrapped and packed [Pontiac] G-6 bumpers. It was one of the easiest jobs in the world. But the
shop closed down."

Tiggs, now out of work and immediate options, was frustrated. His stepmother suggested he try college,
but Tiggs was unsure.

Then Hughley intervened for a second time in Tiggs' life.

Mott Community College, located in Flint, was known locally for its solid academic reputation, and
nationally for its prestigious basketball program.

Hughley knew MCC basketball coach Steve Schmidt. A connection was made.

"I'll be honest: | really didn’t know what to think of Kevin at first," Schmidt said. "He was talented. Very
talented. But it was almost like there was something wrong with him. He was always smiling, and he was
so happy. | was afraid he wasn’t serious enough or something. It caught me off guard."

Within two years, Tiggs would be named the 2006-07 National Junior College Athletic Association
Division Il player of the year after leading the Bears to a 35-3 record and the NJCAA D-Il national
championship.

"There’s honestly not a day that goes by that | don’t think about Kevin," said Schmidt, holding back tears.
"He’s why | coach. He’s an inspiration. If you think about what he’s been through and how easy it would
have been for him to quit and how far he’s come, it’s, it’s ... special. He’s an amazing kid."

A new home

"Yo, coach. You the one that’s got ‘Guitar Hero?"" shouts Tiggs, taking a break before practice starts
inside a near-empty Memorial Center.

ETSU coach Murry Bartow, in the middle of sending a pass to Bucs forward Andrew Reed, glances over.
"What?" Bartow asks.
"Is that yours? That game we played at your house, ‘Guitar Hero.” Was that yours?" Tiggs responds.

"No, that’'s my kids’," Bartow says laughing.

"See? | knew that couldn’t be his," says Tiggs, with a wide, beaming smile.



Tiggs has found a new home.

This recent Thanksgiving marked the first time Tiggs had spent a major holiday away from his Flint friends
and family. Tiggs found consolation, though, when he and the rest of his Bucs teammates were invited to
spend Thanksgiving at Bartow’s house.

"It was a blast," Tiggs said. "We're all tight. All of us. We're like family."

Tiggs’ transition from Flint to ETSU has gone remarkably well. Joined on the Bucs by fellow Mott transfer
Greg Hamlin, Tiggs has brought a refreshing spirit of youth and energy to ETSU basketball this season.

"It’s big. I think it's great for coaches. It’s refreshing. | think it's great for players," Bartow said. "It has a
carryover effect to every guy on the team. Just because he’s always talking. He’s always upbeat. If he
feels like there’s maybe not enough enthusiasm, he’s the one who’s always talking and saying things.
He’s just a great leader. He’s a great kid."

Tiggs’ natural athleticism and fearless drive on the court also earned him a spot in the Bucs’ starting five.
And Bartow’s decision to start Tiggs — initially viewed with skepticism by some — has quickly paid off.

Tiggs leads ETSU in scoring (15.7 points per game), steals (2.2) and free-throw percentage (90 percent
on 27-0f-30 shooting), ranks second in field-goal percentage (61.1 percent on 33-0f-54 shooting), fourth
in rebounds (4.7) and fifth in assists (1.3).

And Tiggs was named the Atlantic Sun player of the week on Nov. 26, after averaging 23 points in two
overtime games and hitting the game-winning basket in the the Bucs’ (3-3) 89-87 overtime win over UNC
Asheville on Nov. 24.

But to Tiggs, the big numbers and recognition and awards barely register.

"Man, I'm just playing basketball," Tiggs said. "That’s all I'm doing. I'm just playing basketball and having
fun and keeping it simple. That's all | do."

And Tiggs does it all with a smile.

"I don’t get down. | really don’t," Tiggs said. "l try not to. I'm alive. I'm good. | could be dead. | just thank
God I'm alive."

Mike Smith shines as Bucs roll past Mercer in A-Sun opener

By Kelly Hodge
Johnson City Press Managing Sports Editor

MACON, Ga. — Mike Smith’s football background came in handy Friday night at Mercer.

East Tennessee State’s junior guard scored 20 points and wasn'’t flustered by a few hard blows late in a
heated game of basketball as the Bucs won their Atlantic Sun Conference opener 81-61.

By the finish, Mercer coach Bob Hoffman was long gone, having been ejected after his second technical



foul with more than 12 minutes left. Star guards Courtney Pigram and James Florence were on their
respective benches, the better to keep the peace.

For his part, Smith stayed cool after being popped in the face by Florence during a scrum on the floor,
and again after Florence hammered him on a breakaway at the rim moments later. The intentional foul
earned the junior guard a seat and helped fuel an ETSU run in the last six minutes that buried any
comeback hopes the Bears might have had.

Officials kept a close watch in the closing minutes, as did A-Sun commissioner Ted Gumbart, who was in
attendance at University Center.

“It got a little rough out there, but that didn’t bother me,” said Smith, a former all-state linebacker back in
high school in Vandalia, Mo. “We held our tempers and played through it.”

The extracurriculars aside, the Bucs turned in perhaps their most complete effort of the season as they
improved to 5-3. Three of those wins have come on this five-game road swing.

This one came against a Mercer team that was 6-2, with wins over Auburn and Alabama, and an overtime
loss to Georgia Tech. It's also a team that has yet to beat the Bucs in six games since they joined the
conference in 2005.

“We only have eight guys who can play right now, and | was proud of their effort tonight,” said coach
Murry Bartow, who picked up his 100th victory in six seasons at ETSU. “Mercer had been very hot, and
for us to come in here and win our conference opener by this margin was big.”

The ETSU defense — pressing, trapping and creating havoc all over the floor — took the Bears out of their
offensive rhythm early. They never found it.

Kevin Tiggs, meanwhile, picked up where he left off for the Bucs.

The senior forward, who had a career-high 31 points Monday night in a 76-72 win at Marshall, led his
team with 21. Tiggs had 12 of those points as ETSU took a 37-28 halftime lead. He then opened the
second half with a 3-pointer, and the Bucs led by double figures the rest of the way.

Tiggs credited the team’s defense for paving his way.

“Coach (Scott) Wagers, that’s all you can say,” he said, referring to the assistant coach who has
orchestrated ETSU’s defensive efforts this season. “Everybody is buying into it.”

Game stats were unavailable because of a computer glitch, but suffice it to say that the Bucs dominated
almost every phase of the game.

Micah Williams scored a season-high 13 points in the winning effort, and Pigram added 12.

Pigram’s best work was on the defensive end, where he harrassed Florence into a sub-par performance
in the featured matchup of point guards. Florence still finished with 15 points, but 11 of those came in the
second half, long after the issue had been decided.

“‘We had a lot of guys play well,” said Bartow. “Defensively we did a lot of good things. Mike Smith was
huge with his (four) 3-pointers; they came at incredibly good times. Kevin Tiggs, no question, is one of the
best players in this league, and he showed that again tonight.”



Daniel Emerson, the Bears’ 6-8, 235-pound junior, was his team’s best player on this night. He finished
with 20 points. Brian Mills chipped in with 11 and Calvin Henry had 10.

ETSU will take an eight-day break for finals before finishing this road stretch Dec. 13 at Appalachian
State.

“Every single one of these road wins is big,” said Tiggs. “We need to keep building on what we’ve been
doing.”

The Bucs and Bears will meet again in the regular-season finale Feb. 28 in Memorial Center.

ETSU notes: Hubbard key to Bucs’ NCAA trip

By Kelly Hodge
Johnson City Press Managing Sports Editor

Tommy Hubbard was billed as a tough, versatile defender for the East Tennessee State basketball team,
but it was hard to tell. The sophomore forward couldn’t stay healthy long enough to show what he could
do.

Suddenly Hubbard is back on the floor and doing the little things for a team that's headed to the NCAA
tournament next week. Instead of redshirting, which looked like a certainty a month ago, he burned a year
of eligibility to help the Bucs down the stretch.

At 6-4 and 205 pounds, Hubbard proved his value at the Atlantic Sun Conference tournament.

One minute he was defending Belmont point guard Alex Renfroe, the league’s player of the year, on the
perimeter. The next minute he was under the basket, banging for a rebound or keeping the ball alive.

In the championship game, he helped hold Jacksonville’s Ben Smith, another all-conference guard, in
check as the Bucs built a 30-point lead. When Hubbard fouled out, Smith reeled off 15 points to make the
final score a more respectable 85-68.

Hubbard had 23 points and 22 rebounds in the three tournament games combined, but his impact was
much greater.

ETSU coach Murry Bartow was quick to give Hubbard credit for deciding to get back in the mix.

“It should be a huge story,” Bartow said Tuesday. “Three weeks ago Tommy was redshirting. We sat
down and talked about his situation. He had to be thinking, ‘There’s only six or seven games left, and I'm
potentially going to eat a whole year for six or seven games.” What he did was incredibly unselfish.

“I've said it several times in the last few days: We don’t win the tournament without Tommy.”

Hubbard started out the season with an elbow injury and then rolled an ankle in the Chattanooga game
on Dec. 5. He didn’t return to action until 16 games later.

“He’s a good guy and we talked a whole lot about his situation,” said senior guard Courtney Pigram. “|



want to thank him for what he did. People see what three players on this team are doing, but we wouldn’t
have won without Tommy in Nashville. All 10 guys on this team played a big part.”

The key word with Hubbard is team.

“'m a team guy, and | came back to try to help the team,” he said. “You can’t predict the future, but I'm
glad the way things have worked out.”

Hubbard said he’s humbled to be singled out, considering he’s played in only 14 games. (He’s averaging
4.0 points and 4.5 rebounds, and he’s made 26 of 29 free throws.)

“It's a good feeling; no words can describe it,” he said. “When the team acknowledges me, it makes me
feel even better about my decision.”

A-Sun hopes to continue making noise

By Joe Avento
Johnson City Press Sports Writer

The Atlantic Sun Conference earned some early-season notoriety last year with a handful of big
basketball victories. The season closed with a thriller in the NCAA Tournament.

Now, as the league begins its 31st season, A-Sun Commissioner Ted Gumbart is hoping for more of the
same.

“We got the spotlight and ran with it,” Gumbart said Wednesday.

That spotlight began when Gardner-Webb (no longer a league member) shocked Kentucky in a
nationally-televised game. Then Mercer topped Southern Cal in O.J. Mayo’s debut.

The A-Sun was the talk of college basketball. National publications were writing about it and the talking
heads on ESPN were promoting the league.

Along the way, Belmont beat Cincinnati and East Tennessee State topped a Georgia team that later
became Southeastern Conference tournament champion by winning two games in one day.

“I think those big wins had a lasting impression that will help the conference as we look forward to the
games this year,” Gumbart said. “If we pick up a big win, that will be mentioned again. They'll say ‘This is
the conference that picked off some ranked teams.’ It becomes part of people’s understanding of how
good the basketball is.”

Jacksonville, with its top four scorers returning, has the biggest opening weekend, playing host to Florida
State on Saturday before playing at No. 22 Georgetown on Monday.

“I'm sure they’re fired up about getting started and playing an instate rival at home,” Gumbart said.



ETSU gets things started Friday afternoon in Charleston, taking on Temple, which has played in 18 of the
last 25 NCAA Tournaments. USC-Upstate travels to Georgia and No. 9 Notre Dame this weekend, while
Stetson is at No. 8 Texas on Friday and Mercer is at Alabama on Sunday.

Belmont gave the league even more notoriety in the first round of the NCAA Tournament last March,
taking second-seeded Duke to the wire in a 71-70 loss. The Bruins had the game in their grasp, but didn’t
score in the final two minutes.

It was one of those Cinderella scenarios for which the NCAA event has become famous.

“It was just an awesome college basketball game,” said Gumbart, who sat behind the Belmont bench for
the game. “If you're a fan and you got to see that game, that’s representative of what makes college

basketball such a great sport. Belmont did everything but celebrate.

“I'm sure it's something people will look back on and remember Belmont giving a great performance. It
makes a lasting impression.”

With the loss of Gardner-Webb, which joined the Big South Conference after starting a football program,
the A-Sun was left with 11 teams. That allowed the conference to go back to a balanced schedule where

every team plays the others twice.

Since that format necessitates each team playing 20 conference games, it limits their options in non-
conference scheduling. It also means conference play begins earlier.

But Gumbart says it's a fairer format than last year’s, where teams played some opponents once and
others twice.

The regular-season standings aren’t only used to seed the teams for the postseason tournament, they
have a second automatic bid in play. The top finisher that doesn’t win the tournament earns the A-Sun’s
automatic bid to the NIT.

And it all starts this weekend.

“'m excited to get basketball under way,” Gumbart said. “We’re looking forward to a great season.”

Bucs finally solve Belmont

By Kelly Hodge
Johnson City Press Managing Sports Editor

NASHVILLE — East Tennessee State didn’t win a championship Friday night, but it sure felt like it.

Courtney Pigram, Kevin Tiggs and Mike Smith combined for 69 points as the Bucs ended Belmont's
three-year run at the Atlantic Sun Conference tournament with an 88-74 semifinal victory.

It was sweet payback for the Bucs. The Bruins had knocked them out the last two seasons and beaten



them eight of the previous 10 meetings overall.

“We tried not to look at past years and just look at this one,” said ETSU coach Murry Bartow. “| thought if
we played well we had a great chance.”

The Bucs’ stars rose to the occasion.

Pigram cut loose for 30 points, going over 2,000 for his career and moving into third place in school
history. Tiggs scored 20 and Smith had 19.

The victory sent ETSU, the No. 2 seed, into a championship matchup tonight at 6 EST against
Jacksonville, the regular-season champion and top seed. The Dolphins got there by defeating Lipscomb
on its home floor, 88-72.

Bartow hopes his team still has plenty of gas left in the tank after such an emotional win. The Bucs split
with Jacksonville during the regular season, winning 84-82 at home and losing 82-72 on the road.

“We're obviously thrilled to get this win,” said Bartow, “but we’re not where we want to be yet. Our goal all
year has been to win this thing.”

While the Bucs (22-10) shoot for their first NCAA appearance in five years, the season ended for the
Bruins at 19-12.

Coach Rick Byrd and his seniors appeared a bit dazed afterward, once that realization set in.

“This has been a great era in Belmont basketball,” said Byrd, flanked by guards Alex Renfroe and Andy
Wicke. “It'll be tough to coach games without those five seniors. We’'ll have to have a whole new wave of
guys to come in.”

Shane Dansby, another senior, led the Bruins with 21 points. Wicke and Keaton Belcher scored 15 points
apiece.

Renfroe, the A-Sun player of the year, just missed a triple-double with 10 assists, 10 rebounds and nine
points.

The player of the night was Pigram. The senior guard didn’t score his first points until almost 10 minutes
elapsed, but he made up for lost time by tossing in 14 by halftime.

The Bucs, as they usually do, followed his lead.

“Pigram was unbelievable,” said Byrd. “If you'd told me he was going to make the kind of shots he made,
I'd have said it would be tough for us.”

The 30-point game came on the heels of Tiggs’ career-high 37 in the quarterfinal win over Stetson. Only
two players had previously hit the 30-point mark at the A-Sun tournament in the last decade.

On this night, Tiggs was his usual model of efficiency. He made 7 of 12 shots, with seven rebounds and
four assists.

Most of his points came around the basket, and he triggered the decisive 13-2 run with a layup that gave



the Bucs a four-point lead.

“Whenever | get close to the rim, I'm a high-percentage shooter and | always feel like it's going in,” said
Tiggs, a 54 percent shooter for the season. “I'm shocked when it doesn’t go in.”

Smith was solid as well, making half his 10 shots and 8 of 10 free throws. He grabbed seven rebounds.

The subtle hero for ETSU was sophomore forward Tommy Hubbard, with his career-high 11 points and
five rebounds. He gave the Bucs their only bench points.

Once headed for a redshirt season because of a series of nagging injuries, Hubbard started playing late
in the year. Bartow thought his toughness and versatility on defense might make a difference.

“‘We had one mission, and that’s to win,” said Hubbard, who was on the floor for 30 minutes Friday night
and hit double figures in points for the first time. “The coaching staff believed me coming out of my
redshirt would improve our chances. It’s all about the team.

“We're one game away from the ultimate goal.”

The Bucs never trailed after Pigram hit a 3-pointer — one of his five — to make it 19-17. They stretched
their advantage to as many as 13 after opening the second half with an 8-0 run, but they never got
comfortable. No one ever does against sharpshooting Belmont, especially the Bucs, who had a 10-point
lead with six minutes left last year in the semifinals here and lost 69-65.

Twice the Bruins battled back to within two, the last time on a Dansby trey with three minutes to play.
From there the Bucs took charge, putting together a 13-2 run with four players contributing points.

They sealed the deal by making 12 of 14 free throws in the last 1:48.

“In a three- or four-point game, if they ever tie or take the lead, it becomes a different game,” said Bartow.
“Fortunately our guys rose up. We got some stops and made some plays.”

The Bucs shot 49 percent from the field and made 26 of 33 foul shots. They turned the ball over 10 times,
giving them only 15 for the tournament so far.

Defensively, they were able to keep the Bruins from going off from the perimeter and still hold Renfroe’s
penetration in check. The Bruins finished 11 of 34 on 3-pointers.

“We ran into a team tonight with a very good plan,” said Byrd. “They executed and made big shots. We
just couldn’t get stops on that end.”



ETSU’s Pigram Overcomes Loss, Takes Center Stage

By BRIAN T. SMITH
Assistant Sports Editor / Bristol Herald Courier

Courtney Pigram was flying. He was untouchable.

Pigram had it. The look, the touch, the swagger. The shot, the follow, the roll. It was his night, his court,
his ball. He owned everything and everyone. And he owned the Memorial Center.

Pigram, a 6-foot-1, 195-pound senior guard for the East Tennessee State University men’s basketball
team, created shots, sank seemingly unmakeable baskets and flew through the air. He screamed,
showed his teeth, flexed his thick, muscular arms and jabbed his fists skyward. All while ripping apart
Jacksonville. All while scoring a career-high 39 points on 14-0f-22 shooting, knocking down five of his
seven 3-point attempts and picking up a game-high five steals in ETSU’s 84-82 victory over the Dolphins
on Jan. 3.

It was the night Pigram owned the Mini-Dome. A night Pigram said he’d never forget.
“One of the best games I've ever played,” Pigram, 23, said.

But it's a wonder Pigram even had the opportunity to create the memory.

And it's a wonder he ever put on the Buccaneers’ navy blue and old gold in the first place.

Pigram grew up in a rough neighborhood in Memphis, Tenn. He discovered basketball at an early age,
but he lost his dad in a motorcycle accident just as he was evolving from a boy into a man.

“My father put me on the court,” Pigram said. “I was real close to him.”
The round ball stayed with Pigram, but he was sent on a new, unknown, unwanted journey.

He bounced around. He had to make a name — his own name. And he had to prove himself, over and
over again.

Somehow, Pigram found his way to a mid-major Division | basketball program, buried in the thick, green
hills of Northeast Tennessee.

Today, Pigram averages 19.1 points, 4.4 assists and 4.3 rebounds, as he leads an ETSU squad (14-5, 8-
1 Atlantic Sun) that has won 11 of its last 13 contests, and has a chance to make a trip to the NCAA
Tournament for the first time since the 2003-04 season.

But Pigram hasn’t always been a Buc. And until he made an unexpected decision to attend ETSU, there
was no guarantee Pigram would ever play college basketball at a Division | school.

‘My daddy’s not gone’
The man who taught Pigram the game is no longer around. The man who poured the sport into Pigram’s

blood and engraved it in his bones, driving Pigram through the streets of Memphis, searching for pick-up
games and stopping the car as soon as one was found, is gone. Forever.



Pigram was 3 years old when his father, Anthony, introduced him to the round, bouncing ball. It was
instant love.

“Whenever [my dad] went and played, | was there,” Pigram said.

Playground ball, gym ball, it didn’t matter. Young kids, old guys, no matter. Bring a ball, find some players
and it was on.

Sometimes, Pigram’s mother would step in, saying she didn’t want her kids playing in community centers
and near street corners. Pigram’s father always fired back two words: “Just go.”

Anthony Pigram pushed hard because he wanted his son to be something. It was the early 1990s.
Memphis Tigers basketball was on the rise. Legends were being made: Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway,
Elliot Perry, Vincent Askew, Andre Turner. They were big names that were built up and honored, big
names that lasted.

“He watched them, and he just wanted us to be better than them,” Pigram said.

For a while, everything worked. Everything was good. Pigram was blessed with his father’s athleticism.
And even as a tall, uncoordinated kid who relied on an old-school push shot, Pigram was a fierce
competitor.

“Even when | was sorry, | thought | was good,” Pigram said.
Then Father’'s Day happened.
It was Sunday, June 20, 1999. The Pigrams planned a family reunion.

During the day, Anthony Pigram went for a motorcycle ride. He never returned home. Five minutes’ away
from his house, he crashed.

Pigram’s mother, Christine, was called to a hospital. When she arrived, she was told nothing could be
done to save her husband.

Pigram’s mother then drove home to tell her children their father — the same man to whom they had told
‘Happy Father’s Day’ that morning — was dead.

“When | told him that his dad was gone, he just kept telling me, ‘No, don’t say that. My daddy’s not gone,’
” Christine said. “And | told him, ‘Well, he won’t be coming back.’”

New world

Pigram shut down after his father’s death. His demeanor and actions changed. He became quiet,
introverted.

The bright, upbeat, young kid who lived for basketball — the child who believed in and played for his father
— was now a lost seventh-grader who didn’t know what to do and where to go.

“He would talk to you, but | think he had a lot of thought on his mind,” Christine said. “And it hurt me, too. |
had plenty of crying days. [But] | told all of them, ‘I'm gonna be the momma and daddy. ... What your dad
stood for, | am yet standing [for] the same thing. You will do what | say, and | expect you to do right.””



Five months after her husband died, Christine Pigram decided to reach out. Her son was still in a shell,
and she knew she needed someone to reach him.

Enter Eddie Hall.

Hall ran an auto body shop in Memphis and had fixed the Pigrams’ cars before Anthony Pigram’s death.
Hall was regarded as a good man, a man who could be trusted.

He also played ball. Hall helped organize pick-up basketball games on weekends, teaching and
instructing while bringing people together. So while Christine Pigram played the roles of mother and
father at home, she turned her son over to Hall in the hope that he could provide an outlet for him.

Hall started slow. At first, Pigram was kept out of the trenches and forced to sit out on the perimeter
during pick-up games.

“They used to just put me out on the corners and just say, ‘Stand there. We need you, we’ll throw you the
ball,” ” Pigram said.

But Hall also had a reason for keeping Pigram out of the action: He saw something special in the young
boy. He wanted Pigram to watch the game, learn it, understand what happened and why.

“[Pigram] was very observant,” Hall said.

Soon, Hall had Pigram shooting from the wing, practicing his cross-over dribble and blowing by defenders
who rested on their heels, all while playing against older high school and college kids.

“[Pigram’s] been a ballplayer since | met him,” Hall said. “He took heed to it and he learned it and he did it
well.”

With Hall’s help, Pigram again had a purpose. He found what he wanted to do. And once he found it, he
did nothing else.

“[Their] dad was always saying, ‘My boys are going to play ball,” ” Christine Pigram said. “He said,
‘They’re going to play college ball, and they’re going to make a name for themselves.” And | was always
like, ‘Yeah, yeah, yeah.’”

But she was soon a believer.

Moving up

Pigram calls himself a Memphis kid. And Memphis is where he made his name.

After starting out at Ridgeway High School, Pigram transferred to White Station.

“l was scared to death,” Pigram said. “Different school, different atmosphere and everything.”

Pigram tried out for the freshman basketball team. Again, he was scared. Again, he questioned himself.
“I didn’t think | was going to make it,” Pigram said.

He did. At the same time, he began playing Amateur Athletic Union ball.



When Pigram returned to White Station as a sophomore, he found out something new about himself: He
could dunk.

The unknown freshman was soon a junior-varsity star. Pigram said he would drop 40, sometimes 50
points a game. And that’s when he caught the eye of Travis Strong.

‘I became aware of him when he played JV,” said Strong, who was a year above Pigram at White Station,
and then later played at ETSU from 2003-08, where he ranks fifth all-time in career 3-pointers (184). “|
witnessed one game where he went for, like, 46 points. ... He didn’t really play that much. But somehow,
he was still, like, the third-leading scorer on the team.”

The lack of playing time frustrated Pigram, but he fought for a varsity spot throughout his junior year.
Eventually he earned it.

And then he blew out his knee.

Pigram went up for a dunk while playing in an AAU tournament in Nashville the summer before his senior
season of high school. When he came down, he tore his left medial collateral ligament.

Pigram had begged his mother to allow him to play in the tournament. Initially, she said no, fearing her
son might get hurt. Then she caved, agreeing to drive him to Nashville. On the return ride home, Christine
didn’t say a word.

Pigram took his mother’s silence as a sign: She believed in him.
He knew it was time to get back to work.

That summer, Pigram arose early every morning. He tested and strengthened his knee. He avoided
surgery. He prepared for his senior season at White Station. And then Pigram shined.

Averaging 26.3 points a game as a senior, he was a finalist for the Tennessee Mr. Basketball award,
while also being honored as most valuable player during the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic
Association state championship tournament.

Pigram’s talent drew serious interest from Louisville. He committed to the Cardinals, but his low scores on
the American College Test scared Louisville away.

Again, Pigram was left searching.

“I didn’t know a thing about college basketball,” Pigram said. “I didn’t even think | was going to college, to
be honest. | was just playing.”

He briefly attended a summer session at Three Rivers Community College, a school in Poplar Bluff, Mo.,
between Memphis and St. Louis, off Interstate 55.

During the summer, Pigram did nothing but work on his game. And he realized he was meant for more
than junior college ball.

“Don’t nobody know: | was working out with [University of North Carolina star forward] Tyler Hansbrough
before he got to NC,” Pigram said. “I didn’t know who he was. [But] he knew who | was.”
Pigram held his own with Hansbrough, but he was still short on options.
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“Everybody was like, ‘Where you going? You signing?’ | was like, ‘I don’t know, man,
got real scared.”

Pigram said. “I

Making a name
Pigram took a chance on East Tennessee State.

He didn’t know anything about Johnson City, Tenn., or the Buccaneers when he decided to attend ETSU
as a freshman walk-on. He never even visited the campus. All Pigram knew was that Strong, his White
Station friend, was playing basketball for the Bucs, and that ETSU had a new basketball coach, Murry
Bartow, who previously led the University of Alabama at Birmingham.

“‘UAB coach? I'll come play. | don’t have to go to junior college now,” Pigram said, explaining why he
decided to attend ETSU.

Bartow and the Bucs also gambled on Pigram. Because of his low ACT scores, Pigram sat out his first
season at ETSU.

Community college made more sense for Pigram. But, while Pigram’s mother knew a four-year college
was more than she could afford, she agreed to let her son move to Johnson City in the hopes he could
earn a roster spot and an eventual scholarship.

“He said, ‘Momma, if you let me go to a four-year school, | will do the best that | can, and you won’t have
to pay for me anymore,’ ” Christine Pigram recalled.

So Pigram became a Buc. But the first year, he was forced to sit and watch. He hated it.

“It ate me,” Pigram said. “They [were] in the [Southern Conference]. | wanted to play so bad. ... | sat out
the whole year and was mad the whole year.”

Meanwhile, Pigram initially didn’t take to his new environment. Johnson City wasn’t Memphis. And Pigram
was homesick.

“I got here, | was like, ‘What is this? What is this?’ ” Pigram said. “Travis was like, ‘Man, you’ll get used to
it. | got used to it.” | was like, ‘How do you get used to this? | don’t know how to get used to this.” ... But it
all paid off.”

During the first season he could play, Pigram averaged 12 points, 2.2 rebounds and 1.5 assists and was
named to the all-freshman Atlantic Sun team.

Then, at the end of that 2005-06 season, something new happened: Bartow sat down with Pigram and
broke down the young guard’s game. Pigram said it was the first time anyone ever explained the
importance of turnovers, the shot clock, 3-point and field-goal percentage, and shot selection to him.

“He’s given me maybe too much credit,” Bartow said. “He’s really matured a lot.

“I thought even when he came in ... | thought he was a pretty smart player, to be honest with you. He
knew how to play.”

Either way, Pigram changed after his freshman season. Before, Pigram would take every shot he could.
Hard shots, bad shots, he took them. Granted, he often made them. But this was college, where the
game was different. Street ball was out the window.
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“I knew nothin’,” Pigram said. “I was just out there hoopin’.”
As Pigram learned, his game grew.

During his sophomore season, he averaged 18.1 points, 4.0 rebounds and 3.7 assists and led ETSU to a
24-10 record. He was the Atlantic Sun’s player of the year, earned first-team A-Sun all-tournament honors
and was named honorable mention All-American by The Associated Press.

Last year, Pigram posted 15.8 points, 3.4 assists and 3.2 rebounds per game. He did that while battling
injuries, being shuffled between the point and shooting guard positions and playing in an inconsistent
lineup.

Each season, Pigram has progressed. He’s become more confident and assured on the court, while
becoming more sociable and at ease off it. And his intensity and competitive drive — Pigram is known for

his don’t-mess-with-me staredowns, furious fist-pumping and guttural screams — are inspiring or
frightening, depending on one’s team allegiance.

The Memphis kid is now a full-time Buc. And he’s made his own name.

“You look back at what he’s accomplished, we were pretty fortunate to get him when we did,” Bartow
said. “He’s just a great competitor. Certainly one of the better guards I've coached.”

The dance
Pigram still has one more goal, however: He wants to dance.

Bad luck and poor timing have kept ETSU out of the NCAA Tournament the past two seasons. And since
Pigram walked on at East Tennessee State in the fall of 2004, the Bucs have not made a trip to the
tournament.

Pigram wants to change that this season.

He believes he’s surrounded by teammates and a coaching staff who have what it takes. And his bond
with Kevin Tiggs, a senior forward whose 21.1-point average leads the Buccaneers, is a tight one.

“I| feed off of it,” Tiggs said. “When he [gets] up in here, | get up in here. I'm right there with him. | love it.”

Moreover, Pigram feels as if this is his time. He said he wouldn’t have been prepared to go to the
tournament in past years — he would often get too anxious and put too much pressure on himself,
believing he had to carry and shoot ETSU to victory.

Now, Pigram knows what it takes and he knows he has it; he even thinks the Bucs can make a run if they
can get into the bracket.

“Il just love the man’s toughness,” said Keith Jennings, an ETSU legend who played point guard for the
Buccaneers from 1988-91 and who later played in the NBA for the Golden State Warriors.

Jennings served as an assistant coach with the Bucs last season. He said he was impressed with
Pigram’s maturity, selflessness and focus, and he said he believes Pigram has a good chance to play
professional basketball, either in the NBA or overseas.



“I admire kids that can remain tough ... in tough situations,” Jennings said. “For him to only have his
[mother] and still get it done, as far as being a young man ... I'm sure he’s handled it as best as a young
man can handle it.”

And if Pigram does play ball in March, he already knows for whom he’ll be playing.
“It's going to be for my father and my mother,” Pigram said. “This gotta be the year.”
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